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salon ‘ SLAVE QUESTION. In the senate, the vote was taken upon the resolu- a to peane their ogtnl-a panel payments of interest ree 
71, ; : — mI ‘ . | gulariy, and there is no doubt they will continue t ; 

58,452,689 THE SLAVE QUESTION IN conaReEss. The Wilmot pro- tions seperately by yeas and nays. The two first res | but, the effect, the ext/aordinary Bata din 6 whe se Ana 


20,848,135 vito. It has been with great difficulty that the admin- 

istration majority in congress have prevented any other 
than incidental attempts to obtain a direct vote upon ex- 
cluding slavery from any territory that may hereafter be 
atiached tothe Union It seems to be understood that 
a direct vote upon it must be met on the bill now under 


he 


94,983,767 


ere for rail 


Capiial. discussion in the senate, and a similar bill which is the 

93,846,897 order of the day for Monday next in the house, appro- 
15,652,780 priating three millions of dollars for the purpose of nego- 
11,348,458 tiating a peace with Mexico. 


Whenever the slave question is touched in congress, the 
house is instantly thrown into a state of excitement. As 
an instance, during a debate this week, Mr. Dexano, of 
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a m‘‘telforts to carry into effect the views expressed in 


New York, adveried to tlie subject in the following lan- 
age: 

“OM. DELANO, next proceeded to discuss the object of 
the war, which he argued to be the acquisition of Mexi- 
can territory, under which head of kis speech he exam- 
ined the orders to Com. Stockton, &c.; and thence he 
passed to the consequences of the war, its evil example 
to succeeding presidents, its effect in cultivating a na- 
tional thirst for territory; and, lastly, its dividing the 
Union on the character and condition of the conquered 
territory, when admitted into the Union. Here Mr. D. 
became much excited on the topic of the proviso; threat- 
ened graves, already dug at home, and out of which there 
would be no resurrection, to the northern men who 
should vote against it. He greatly feared there was no 
honest purpose to carry it. 

“He lauded the consistency and resolution of southern 
representatives, and called on those from the north to 
imitate the example. Yet, however the present repre- 
sentatives of the north might be induced to act, their 
constituents at home were fixed as the immuvable moun- 
tains. He dared southern men to add this territory; 
they did, the nerth would surround them by a cordon of 
free states, and light the fires of liberty all around then 
till the chains which bound their slaves should melt and 
fallasunder.” (Great sensation on the democratic side 
of the house.) 

ae Arxtnson called on Mr. Deitano to repeat his 
words. 


Mr. DeLano did so more strongly, but expressed his 
sorrow that such a firebrand sho'ld be introduced to 
threaten all we boch held dear. He loved this Union, 
but he would see it shattered into ten thousand picces 
before slavery should be extended one feot by his tstru- 
mentality, &c. He concluded by maintaining that, al- 
though this war was continued professedly for giory, 
there was ne glory init. Be it his glory to do all he 
could to arrest its prowress, and prevent the plains of 
Mexico from being strewed with the bones of our best 
citizens. If for this his patriotism must be doubted, he 
could not help it” 

The manner in which the subject is treated in some 
of the large states of the Union, the following will show: 





New York. .4nti-Slavery.—The following are the 
resolutions offered by Mr. Young, and passed by the 
senate of this State, on the 27th ult., by a vote of 23 
to 6: 

Resolved, That, as war now exists between the U. 
States and Mexico, it is the imperative duty of every 
itizen of this country to sustain its government in all 
Proper measures for the prosecution of that war, in 
such a manner as our national honor and interests de- 
mand, until it shall be terminatec by an honorable 
peace, 

Resolved, That no peace with Mexico can be re- 
garded as honorable to the United States, which shall 
hot secure from that republic full indemnity for the 
aggressions which it has committed upon the rights of 
this country and its citizens. 

Resolved, That if any territory is hereafter acquir- 
td by the U. States, or annexed thereto, the act by 
Which such territory is acquired or annexed, whatey- 
such act may be, should contain an unalterable fun- 
damental article or provision whereby slavery or in- 
"oluntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime 

all be forever exciuded from the territory acquir- 
~ OF annexed. 

. Resolved, ‘That the senators in congress from this 
State be instructed, and that the representatives in 
“gress from this State be requested to use their 


ptewoing resolutions. 
‘solved, That the president of the senate, and the 
eakerof the assembly, be requested to transmit a 


olutions, which pledged the support of the people to 
the war, until it could be honorably terminated, were 
agreed to, yeas 27, nays 0. 

On the third resolution, which embodied the ex- 
pression against the extension of slavery to new ter- 
ritories, the vote stood yeas 23, nays 3, (Messrs. 


were compelled to resort, their anticipation of their re= 
gular revenues, &c., to accomplish the purpose, detract- 
ed more from the real credit ot ie siate, than was gain- 
ed by resuming before they were fairly prepared to make 
the payments. 

_ Maryland, on the contrary, determined to “bide her 
lime,” ta ascertain what der new financial measures 





Jones, Stanford and Wheeler.) Mr Clark refused to | 
vote. 

On the last resolution instructing the senators and | 
representatives in congress to carry out by their votes | 
and influence the foregoing resolutions, the vote was | 
unanimous, yeas 27, nays 0. 

The question was then taken upon agreeing with 
reportof the committee of the whole on which the 
vote stood, yeas 24, nays 2, one, Mr. Stanford, had 
left the senate. 


PENNSYLVANIA. .2nti-Slavery resolutions. 

The following resolutions uponthe same subject 
have been passed in both branches of the Pennsylva- 
nia legislature,—in the house by a vote of 96 to Q, 
and in the senate yeas 24, noes 5. 

Whereas the existing war with Mexico may result 
in the acquisition of new territory to the Union: 

And whereas, measures are now pending in con- 
gress, having in view the appropriation of money, and 
the conferring authority upon the treaty-making pow- 
er to this end: therefore, 

Resolved by the senate and house of representa- 
tives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania in gener- 


gainst any measure whatever by which territory will 
accrue to the Union, unless as a part of the funda- 


this purpose is based, slavery or involuntary servi- 
tude, except for crime, shall be forever prohibited. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to for- 
ward a copy of the foregoing resolution to ‘our sena- 
tors and representatives in congress. 





Onto. inti-Slavery.—The following resolutions 
have been passed in the Ohio house of representatives 
by a vote of 43 to 12. 

Resolved, By the general assembly of the State of 
Ohio, that the senators and representatives from this 
State in the congress of the U. States be and they are 
hereby requested to procure the passage of measures 
in the national legislature providing for “the exclusion 
of slavery from the territory of Oregon and also from 
any other territory that now is, or may hereafter be 
annexed to the U. States. 

Resolved, ‘That the governor be requested to trans- 
mit to each of the senators and representatives from 
this State in the congress of the U. States, a copy of 
the above resolutions to be by them laid before their 
respective houses. 


MARYLAND. 

STATE DEB'—RESUMPILION OF PAYMENT. 

The committee on ways and means, of the house of | 
delegates, afier devoting some weeks to a careful exam- | 


now be safely fixed for resuming regular payments upon 


mi'tee,in the bill which is submitted with their report. 
suggest the Ist January, 1848, as the period jor making | 
the first payment according to this proposition. 


riod, the balance due for arrerages of back interest, shal] | 
be funded. 

Our readers will no doubt remember that very earnest | 
endeavors were made for two previous sessions of the | 
legislature, and during the last session especially, to in- 
duce the stale to resuine payment at mach earlier peri- 
ods; and they may remember likewise, that we were not | 


amongst those that expressed mortification at the attempt | 


i 


not succeeding. Our deliberate opinion was, that there | 


than it was by any means prudeiit to incur. And such 
seemed to be the conclusion of our legislature,—such at 
least was the course adopted by Maryland. Penns | 





PY of the foregoing resolutions to each of the said 
“Nalors and representatives. 
Ver. XXI. Sig 23 


vania, on the contrary, adventured under very similar 
circumstances, turesume. We believed they were pre- 


| 


al assembly met, that our senators in congress be in- | 
structed, and our representatives requested, to vote a- 


would produce, and to commence payment so soon as 
she was fairly ascertained to be beyond the risk of again 
suspending. 

_ Well, what was the consequence? Exactly what any 
intelligent business man must haveanticipated. Although 
Pennsylvania had resumed payment, and Maryland had 
not, yet Maryland stocks have continued up to this time 
tocommand within a fraction of the same prices that 
Pennsylvania stocks have. Monied men examine cloze 
ly before they invest. It is the RrEsourRcEs of a state, 
compared with its liabilities and obligations, that fix 
the standard of its credit. 

The period has now arrived, however, the glorious 
day has dawned, when Marylanders see their way clear 
to promise their creditors a faithful performance of their 
obligations upon the due day, so often as it may come 
round. As we have been amongst the cautious, deter- 
mined if possible the step, when made, should be made 
upon a sure foundation, and not before we could see 
that fourdation clearly, we are the more hearty in our 
CONGRATULATIONS, full flowing from the heart of a Marye 
lander, proud of this achievement of the glorious old 
state, and of this evidence which will tell so truly in his- 
tory, of the public virtue, as well as of the public spirit 
of the people of the state;—congratulations to our eredi- 
tors wherever they be, abroad or at hore; they have 
trusted Maryland, nnd Maryland, the people of Mary- 
land, have never for a moment hesitated to admit the 
obligation. Congratulations to our sister states, —sce,— 
Marylanders remain to be what they ever have been, 
ready for the utmost sacrifices that honor requires at their 
hands. Maryland has adventured buldly,—yes, tor her 
means, more intrepidly than any one of her sister states, 


She has suffered more in the circumstances which ad- 
mental law upon which any compact or treaty for | = 


Verse limes atid her geographical perplexities have ocea- 
sioned. She has more colossal undertakings in progress 
this day than any one of the states of the Union, and 
yet her people have from every avenue of the state, by 
their free votes, sent governor, senators, and delegates 
to the capital with but one voice,—“‘proceed forthwith to 
(ake whatever nieasures are necessary to redeem the 
credit of the state,—be they taxes? let them come!” This 
will be ong of the fairest pages in the history of our re- 
public. 

_ We congratulate the nation. So far as national credit 
is dependent upon the fidelity of its members, Maryland 
never was, in thought, derelict. If unavoidable difficul- 
ties have embarrassed her performance, she hastens to 
repair the delay, and her credit can no longer be im- 
peached. 

We congratulate, most heartily of all, the reorte of 
old Maryland. Ho, if we could grasp by turn the hand 
of every Marylander that bas on this occasion come up 
'o the rescue, with so steady a purpose, the thrill we feet 
should be communicated to that hand. 

We rejoice as though the bill was possed. This only 
evinces our confidence that it will pass. 

The report of the committee alluded to, is too long for 
our space this week. It gives a full and fuir statement. 





Massacuusetts.—U. S senator. The legielature have 





The committee propose that between this and that pe- | ———————_-___ 


agreed tu go into an election of U.S. senator to serve 
for six years from the 4th of March next, at which time 
Mr. Webster’s term expires, on Weduesday next. 


Cul. Cushing, of Newburyport, having accepted the 


ination of the financial condition of the state, have | COMMANnG of aregiment of volunteers about to embark 
unanimously arrived at the conclusion, that a day may | fem Boston, has resigned his seat in the legislature, and 


Geo. Lunt, sq., (whig) formerly a state senator, Was on 


the interest as it accrues, upon the state debt. ‘Fhe com. |" Monday last, elected to the vacancy. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





EXECUTIVE JOURNAL. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT. 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 
FIRST REGIMENT OF ARTILLERY. 


First Lieu. John B. Magruder, to be captain, June 


18, 1846, vice Irwin, assistant quartermaster, who, 
under the 7th section of the act of June 18, 1846, e- 


would be more risk in altempting prematurely to resume, | lects to vacate his regimental commission. 


Second Lieut. Samuel K. Dawson, to be first lieu- 


tenant, June 18, 1846, vice Magruder, promoted. 


Brevet Second Lieutenant Henry Coppee, of the 


second regiment of artillery, to be second lieutenant, 
' mature, and the result proved it. ‘True, they bave con | June 18, 1846, vice Dawson, promoted. 
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ADJUTANT GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. of the proposition, with the understanding that the na-| curial amalgam, and with such trifling action on th 
First Lieut. Wm. W. Mackall, of the first regiment | vigation between Paraguay and Buenos Ayres shall| zinc as tobe scarcely perceptible. This preparation 
of artillery, to be assistant adjutant general, with the | in the meantime, be open, although it may be with| has been successfully used in Rochester. Its power 
brevet rank of captain, Dec. 29, 1846, vice Prentiss, | the restriction of no further opening of the Rio de la| lasts 45 days. 
assistant adjutant general, who vacates his staff com-| Plata. Hesays:— Operations on all the telegraphic lines from Balti. 
mission. “It must be considered, moreover, that both these | more, (and we presume elsewhere) were interrupted 
First Ligut. Geo. Deas, of the fifth regiment ofin- conditions, and any others to be made, rest alwayson| by the storm that occurred this week, and remain as 
fantry, to be assistant adjutant generaJ, with the bre- the immoveable base of the acknowledgement of the | yet without resuming. 
vet rank of captain, Dec. 29, 1546, vice Ridgely, de- | independence of Paraguay, its national sovereignty, 
ceased. and entire severance from the Argentine confedera- THE PRESIDENCY 1848. 
Appointments in accordance with the provisions of tion. From the moment that there should arise the Michigan leads the way to the electioneering field 
‘tan act supplemental to an act entitled ‘an act provid- slightest doubt as to the admission of this understand-| for the next Presidency. The administration men- 
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d ing-for the prosecution of the existing war between ing, any further mention of mediation would be un-| bers of the legislature assembled in convention on the | 
le the- United States and the republic of Mexico, and| worthy of, and improper for, even the least distin-| 8th January, at Jefferson city, and adopted resolutions 
ie for other purposes,” approved June, 1846, agreeably guished of the representatives of the United States.— | recommending a Nationat Convention, to be held at 
Pte 1o their nominations respectively, viz: Improper, inthat the difficulty then becomes of a do-| Baltimore on the first Monday in May 1848 to nomi- C 
i. 4 Wm. S, Kemper, of Virginia, to be assistant quar- | mestic and internal nature, not suitable for foreign in- | nate candidates for President and Vice President of the i 
ie te termaster, with the rank of captain. terference. Unworthy, for it certainly would cunfer | United States at the election to take place in October f 
ae Henry Erskin, of Va., to be assistant commissary, | little honor on an American minister, and much less | 1848. t 
1 ioe with the rank of captain. upon the high powers at Washington, to offer its me-| The Hon. Toomas H. Benron, was recommended t 
a John Miller Bell, of Va., tobe assistant surgeon. | diation to Paraguay in ordcr to destroy the nation, | by the meeting to the democracy of the netion as a h 
ie Fe | and to cause to disappear from the list of indepen- | suitable candidate for the presidency. 
ae GP. [¢ENERAL orvERS, No. 3.] dent governments, a country which has its namees-; A whig meeting in Missouri has recommended the D 
ne War Department, Adj’t General’s Office. tablished through the space of three decades, in un-| Hon. Jonn J. Critrenven, as a candidate for the te 
at Washington, January 28, 1847. disputed existence. It would be a mediation to bring | presidency. it 
Te te) The following Recutation has been received from | about political destruction.” sineaniite c 
ie EP the war department: GovERNMENT Postace.—During the year ending a 
a eee War Department, Wash., Jan. 28, 1847. American Mission ro Japan.—Commodore Biddle | 30th June last, the treasury department paid to the 
ig . The President of the United States directs that| (brother of the manager of the U. States Bank,) in! post office $250,383,83, postage on mail matters re- ir 
iia paragraph 650 of the General Regulations for the| the Columbus, eighty-gun-ship, accompanied by the | ceived at Washington city for officers of the govern- d 
mi Army established on the Ist of March 1825, and not | Vincennes frigate, Capt. Paulding, arrived at the en-| ment who, under the old law, received their letters, ti 
Ho included among those published January 25, 1841, /| trance of the bay of Yeddo .on the 2Uth of July. &c., at the expense of the post office department. Of in 
He be now republished, and thatits observance as apart} A public despatch was sent off by the American | this sum $169,516.40 was for matter received by the de 
| ee of the General Regulations be strictly enjoined up- | commodore to the court at Yeddo, distant some leagu-| post master general,$22,349,14 by the house of rep- M 
| Te ees on the army. es, anda written reply was received in seven days, | resentatives andits clerks, $7,252,580 by the senate 
| ae ee By order of the President: stating that no trade whatever could be allowed with | and its clerks, $724,68 by the president and Vice at 
ue OF W. L. Marcy, America. On their departure, the two ships allow-| President, $2,034 by the secretary of the navy, $2,- he 
vey fe Secretary of War. ed themselves to be towed out by a whole fleet of | 031,50 by the secretary of state, and $2,787,44 by ta 
Ha The following is the paragraph of the general regulations | boats which moved by signals between each other, | the secretary of the Treasury. Fe 
i 14 for the army established on the Ist of March, 1825, refer- | and with great order. oa ab 
ee one it red to above. They appeared surprisingly well informed as to ex-| CONsTITUTIONALITY OF THE VOLUNTEER Act. Whilst TI 
‘| ie “650... Private letters or reports, relative to! ternal events, and had evenheard of the Oregon ques- | ‘bousands of voluntcers are in arms invading Mex'co, sh 
Peal ie military marches and operations, are frequently | tion. The Dutch, in fact, are obliged to keep them “piel 0 oy NR a onus ~ anes its 
eS i oaks : ‘ . , 4 ; : \ pitals—and whilst thousands 
St) Re mischievous in design, and always disgraceful to the | supplied with all kinds of information at the trading | pore are hurrying on to other battle fields and greater ba 
(ey i Bie: army. They are, therefore, strictly forbidden; and any | port of Nangasaki. Subsequent to the departure of | dangers, the courts of our country, li seems, entertain or 
ul Re { & officer found guilty of making such report for public- | the Americans, the bay of Yeddo, it is said, was visi- | doubts of the constitutionality of the law under which fro 
ao i ation, without special permission, or of placing the | ted by Admiral Cecille in the French frigate Cleopa- all these are serving. Phe as a: ne peter er 
| a ee writing beyond his control, so that it finds its way to | tre, accompanied by two corvettes. It is asserted that hon it tah a Talla tamer on d miliie ap to 
Pe the press, within one month after the termination of some dispute took place, and that the French ieft in easy to classify volutieers as organized for the invasion ee 
ie the campaign to which it relates, shall be dismissed ‘high dudgeon, but none of their ships have yet arrived | of Mexico, and especially those enlisted under the re- she 
a ie from the service.” from the north, and therefore the information cannot | cent orders “to serve during the war,” as militia. ‘The ex] 
| a ai By orper: be relied upon. consutuuon limits the term for which militia may be up 
| | = OB) ik W. G. Faneuax cailed into service, and as militia, of course, they cannot mil 
mere fh. : : ’ be detained beyond that limit. ‘The purposes for which 
S| Oi ee Assistant Adjutant General. MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH LINES. militia may be called into service by the United States, Ind 
ae. Mr. Disturnell gives the following as the lines fin-| are also expressly laid down, and amougst those, the in § ula 
a DIPLOMATIC JOURNAL. ished and in uperation, January, 1847: vasion of a foreign Country 1s not included. ry | 
oe Ff Tue ArcEnTINE Repusiic anp Paracuay.—lIn the Miles 2 cone . nonete ge tog» gued at Boston yon I 
SS journals received from Montevideo, a correspondence | Washington and Baltimore company, operated pup csr sy bali ase wider og — hos 
nf appears between Mr. Graham, U.S. consul, G. S. by the U. S. government 40} brought beture the suprime court, and their cases were 7 
(| a Brent, who signs himself bearer of despatches, and) Baltimore and Philadelphia company Q7 | elaborately argued, aud excited much interest. The wet 
HF i |S the president of Paraguay, Carlos Antonio Lopez, rel-| Philadelphia, Harrisburg and Pittsburg compa- court decided that a minor cannot be held under the vo- 1ng 
| OES tive to a proposed mediation on the part of the Uni-| 1g) lunteer act of May 1846. ‘The question of the constitu- if t 
Seve 1? a Pee ane ate P . y . . at uonality of the act self, the court declined to entertain 
hie fe ted States, between the conflicting governments of Pa- | Philadelphia and N. York company 58] in the present proceedings. rall, 
ue ia raguay and the Argentine republic. The offer ap-| New York and Offing (to Fire Island) 90 eonsihhe I 
| iS pears to have given no great satisfaction to Lopez.— | New York, Albany and Butlalo company: ~ Emigration.—The New York Courier mentions that §ene 
1) a aes He demanded their credentials from the American a-| New York to Albany and ‘Troy, 180} Mr. Thos. Rawlings, who is interested in a society to Ly 
vite fi gents, and the conditions of the offer. The creden-; Albany to Buffalo 326 | aid emigrants from Europe to this country, has recei- The 
ee Oe tials of the gentlemen showed that they were simply | Troy and Saratoga company 32/ved instructions from England to reserve 150,000 a- The, 
ait the bearers of official despatches from our govern- | Syracuse and Oswego company 38 | cres of a large tract of land in western Virginia, for will 
|) ment, and were appointed by the Charge d’Aflaires of } Auburn, Ithaca and Elmira 75 | settlers from Wales, most of whom intend to emigrate Capt 
i? the U. States to place in the hands of either the pres-| Builalo, Lockport and Lewiston 45\ in the spring. Mr. R. has control of these lands for Were 
| iF ident or the secretary of the supreme government the | Lewiston, Hamilton and Toronto 100} this purpose, by an arrangement with the owners, and face. 
offer of mediation between Paraguay and Buenos Ay-| New York and Boston company, via New Ha- is doing much to advance the interest, and improve Choe 
|) ae res, for the purpose of honorably settling the troubles| ven and Springfield 238 | the condition of European emigrants. yet 
i between them; and to have all the difficulties settled | Boston and Lowell company 26} There arrived in N. York, during the month of tribe 
oH a with reference to the navigation of the river, 80 that | Boston and Portland company, Via Boston and _| January, 4,633 emigrants. can b 
otis our citizens may enjoyits privileges. ‘They proposed Maine railroad line 109 read 
Rit) i that commissioners should be appointed to treat on | givens INDIAN JOURNAL. me 
fie the terms of arrangement, under the friendly counsels | Total number of miles 1797 THe OMAHAS AND THE Sioux. The 
mine of our government. | Improvement in the electro-magnetic batiery.—Mr. L. Massacre—Butehery of women and children.—A let land 
We i President Lopez replies by referring to the offer of | B. Swan, of Rochester, N. Y., has discovered a new | ier from a gentleman at Council Blufls, dated on the Whic! 
i mediation made by Mr. Hopkins, and the manner in| solution, or exciting liquid, for the galvanic battery,| 17th of December, to his correspondence in St. Louis half’. 
bik an which the press of Buenos Ayres treated the diploma-| which promises to be of great utility to telegraph com-| states that, on the previous day, a band of the Oma- ne 
at. tic agents of the U. S., insulting to them, and making | panies, which it is said is a saving of seventy-five per| has were met by a band of the Sioux, in the neigh TY 
of a proposition of an arrangement humiliating and ridi- | cent, in the materials employed, besides a large a-| borhood of the Blulis, that a battle ensuea between 
culous. He adds that he is ready to give new proofs| mount of labor and attention. ‘The improvement, | them; and tuat the Sioux killed sixty of the Omahas 
of his earnest desire for an equitable peace. He will | says the Rochester Advertiser, consists in furnishing | before the conflict terminated. > oe 
accept the expedient of an appointment of ministers) an exciting liquid, which produces an electric and It was a cold blooded butchery of women and chil- 
to adjust the conditions of a fair understanding, pro-| galvanic current, of uniform power and intensity, with- | dren, in the absence of all the warriors of the village Jay 
vided that they meet under the auspices of the Hon. | out the rapid decomposition of the metals and acids| On the night of the 12th and 13th, the letter states, 4 and fi 
Mr. Wise, and at Rio Janeiro. He will accept also! heretofore supposed unavoidable. The solution dis-|! war party of Yancton Sioux Indians defeated and de _ Ut 
orit 


the condition of cessation of hostilities, in the terms covered by Mr. 5. does not act chemicaily on the mer-| stroyed fourteen tribes of the Omaha tribe of Indians, Ser 





re 
a 


1 On th 
aration 
S power 


2 Balti. 
rrupted 
main as 


‘ing field 
on mem- 
nm on the 
solutions 
e held at 
to nomi- 
nt of the 
1: October 


mmended 
ation asa 


ended the 
e for the 


‘ar ending 
aid to the 
natters re- 
ne govern- 
eir letters, 
ment. Of 
ved by the 
use of rep- 
the senate 
it and Vice 
navy, $2,- 
1787 ,44 by 


cor. Whilst 
ing Mexico, 
1 in vale, 
t thousands 
and greater 
ns, entertain 
under which 
ces po reler- 
nilitary force 
ia. tis not 
the lvasion 
nder the re- 
niliuia. ‘Phe 
litia may be 
, they cannot 
es for which 
nited States, 
those, the Ilr 


Boston for se- 
1 Stone, three 
yiment, were 
ir cases were 
nierest. ‘The 
under the vor 
, the constitue 
d to entertain 


mentions that 
n a society to 
ry, has re( el 
ve 150,000 a- 
Virginia, for 
1d to emigrate 
hese lands for 
.e owners, and 
, and improve 


the month of 


Ux. 
ildren.—A let 
s, dated on the 
e in St. Louis 
d of the Ona 
, in the neigh 
suea betwee? 
f the Omahas 


pmen and chil 
of the village: 
letter states, + 
bfeated and de 
ibe of Indian’, 


ee ee ed pees las fH eal peas a 


NILES’ NATIONAL REGIS'TER—FEB. 6, 1847—CUNGRESS, 





-_—_—_—_ 














located at the time at Wood’s Bluffs, situated about 
sixty miles from this place—Belleview. The men 
and warriors of the Omahas had left the camp ona 
hunt; and the Sioux, soon after they reached the camp 
discovered that they only had women and children to 
contend with. The slaughter was terrible—seventy 
three were killed, and nineteen mortally wounded.— 
Two men made their escape—one of them Joseph 
Lafleche, atrader in the employ of Mr. Peter A. 
Sarpy, and at the time in charge of a stock of goods. 
He ran from the scene of blood bare-footed, and arri- 
ved at Belleview with both feet frozen. Mr. Sarpy 
and major Miller, the present agent, dispatched a par- 
ty of men to ascertain the facts, and they confirmed, 
on their return, the report of Lafleche. They also re- 
ported that five of the Sioux Indians had been killed, 
no doubt stabbed by the Omaha squaws. Going 
twenty miles fnrther than the ground of the massacre, 
they found the place where the goods of the trader 
had been divided among the robbers. 

It seems adds the letter, that fate is against the O- 
maha Indians. Four or five days before this event 
took place, one lodge, camping at Cabanne’s old trad- 
ing house, was attacked by a war party of Ayonas, 
commanded by the well known chief White Cloud, 
and four of the men wounded, and one woman killed. 

Sioux anp Osaces.—Another letier from Fort Scott, 
in the Republican, states that the Sac and Osage In- 
dians have recently held a council in the Osage na- 
tion, the object of which was to unite their forces and 
influence, to rob and plunder the whites, possibly un- 
der the impression that they could obtain aid from 
Mexico. 

A letter from Fort Scott, dated 26th Dec. says.— 
“The Osages are, even now, in possession of mules, 


horses and oxen, some of them with harness still on, | 


| taken upon agreeing to his amendment, and it was 
taken, most probably, from the army trains to Santa | P 6 y : 


Fe. All these things are to be accounted for by the 


——e 


ment the following, to be added as a proviso: 


for any sum less than the amount of such notes, in- 


cluding the principal and interest thereon when dis- 
posed of.” 


own. 


Mr. Westcott made some remarks upon the subject 
of the finances generally. 

The amendment was then adopted. 
| Mr. Huntington then moved to amend the 21st sec- 
| tion so as to limit the period for which power is con- 
ferred upon the president to issue treasury notes to 18 
months after the passage of the act, instead of 6 
| months after the exchange and ratification of a treaty 
| of peace with the republic of Mexico. 
| This amendment was opposed by Messrs. Speight, 
| Cameron, and Bagby, and was then negatived, yeas 
| 23, nays 26. 

Mr. Evans then moved to amend the 12th section 
SO a8 to limit the issue of new notes in lieu of others 
to those which may be received in payment of public 
dues prior to their maturity. 

Mr. Cass urged that the bill should be passed at 
once without any further amendments being propos- 
ed, and entered upon a general defence of the secre- 
tary of the treasury, for the mistakes made by him 
in his estimates, which he thought were not so much 
out of the way as people seemed to imagine. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Mangum and J. 
M. Clayton, in favor of a vigorous prosecution of this 
unhappy war, and their readiness to support any 
measure leading its sturdy prosecution, gentlemen 
returned at the suggestion of Mr. Speight, to the sub- 
ject immediately under consideration. 

After remarks from Mr. Evans, the question was 





| 
| 





negalived by yeas 24, nays 25. 
The following amendment was offered by Mr. Crit- 


absence of a proper military force on our frontier.— | tenden: 


The government should look to it at once. Fort Scott 
should be occupied by troops without delay, because 
its position makes it most available in quelling distur- 





of each session the amount of treasury notes which 


bances, should they break out in the north, the west, have been issued under the provisions of this act, the 


or the south. 


It is indeed, the most important point | amount redeemed and the manner in which redeem- 


from the Missouri river, on the north to the Red riy-| ed, the amount purchased and of whom and at what 


eron the south, at the same time that it may be made 
to embrace the Rocky mountains in its military range | 
** * Although at war with Mexico, our frontier | 
should not be neglected, nor our wives and children | 
exposed to such calamities as the Indians may bring | 
upon them. Nothing but the presence of an adequate | 
military force can keep in subjection the thousands of | 
Indians now our frontier—placed there by treaty stip-| 
ulations and those stipulations violated in almost eve- 
ry particular. 

THeQOsaces anv Creeks are also about commencing 
hostilities. 

The principal men of the Creek nation, it is stated, 
were sending hostile messages to the Osages, demand- 
ing remuneration for alleged losses, and threatening 
if their missing property should not be returned, to 
rally their forces and take it. 

Tue Cuoctaws.—The Van Buren Arkansas Intelli- 
gencer, of the 2d January; has the following paragraph: 

Inpians.—The No. 5 brought up 400 Choctaws.— 
They appeared to be a quiet decent set of Indians.— 
They were landed at Fort Coffee, from whence they 
will seek out their new homes, in course of time.— 
Capt. Armstrong paid to them their scrip while they 
were on the boat, which scrip they sold for about half its 
fue. They are to be fed at Fort Coffee. These 
Choctaws came from Vicksburg Michigan. There 
yet remain, in Mississippi, from 4 to 5,000 of this 
tribe, and they will be removed hither as fast as they 
can be induced to come in. About 8UU0 more will be 
ready to move by the time the No. 5 returns. 

If this be true, it would seem to be a hard case.— 
The poor Indian instead of being paid in cash, for the 
land he has sold to the government is paid off in scrip 
Which he canonly obtain money for by taking one- 
half its face: 


—— 
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January 26. The treasury note bill was taken up, 
and further discussed on Mr. Niles’ motion to strike 
Cul the 4th section, and insert in lieu thereof an au- 


= to exchange the votes for gold and silver at 
ar, 





lime purchased, and the amount reissued, stating in 
lieu of which redemption they are reissued, with the 
date of said reissue during the preceding year. 

Upon this amenument the yeas and nays were ta- 
ken as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Cameron, Cil- 
ey, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, 
Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntin- 
gton, Jarnagin, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce, 
Phelps, Rusk, Simmons, Upham, Webster—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atchison, 
Atherton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, 


Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, | 


Houston, Lewis, Mason, Niles, Sevier, Speight, Stur- 
geon, Turney, and Yulee—25. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The bill was then reported to the senate, and the 
question taken on agreeing to the amendment adopted 
in committee. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

The senate then adjourned. 


January 28. Secretary of the Treasury. The Vice 
President presented a communication from the se- 
cretary of thetreasury, accompanied by a letter 
from the commissioner of the land office, account- 
ing for the delay in answering a resolution of the 
senate. 


Vermont resolutions. 
lutions of the legislature of Vermont in favor of a 
speedy termination of the war with Mexico, and a 
settlement of all matters in controversy between the 
two countries by arbitration or negotiation, and in 
opposition to the admission of any new slave state 
into the Union. 


Oregon. Mr. Cameron presented the petition of 
Dr. Quenandon, of Pennsylvania, offering, with the 
aid of the government, to establish a colony in Ore- 
gon, and to orgamze the colonists into a regiment of 
dragoons to serve during the war without pay, on 
condition that the U. States will supply them with 
arms and provisions. 


War steamers. The committee on naval affairs 
reported a bill appropriating one million of dollars 
for the building and equipment of four steamships of 
war. 


Mr. Westcott proposed to substitute for that amend- 


*‘Provided, That no treasury notes shall be sold or 
disposed of in any manner, directly or indirectly, 


Mr. Niles accepted the proposition in lieu of his 


“That it shall be the duty of the secretary of the | 
treasury to report to congress at the commencement | 
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U. S. brig Somers, was referred to the committee on 
naval affairs, 


Increase of pay of army. The bill from the house 
to increase the pay of soldiers and give-them bounty 


land, in certain cases, was referred to the committee 
on military affairs. 


the expenses of the war, sustain the public cre 


it was necessary to raise from five to ten mil- 
lions annually in addition to the revenue to be, 
expected from the existing tariff; and that in the 
opinion of the senate this additional revenue can be 


tations now subject to duty, and levying a moderate. 


additional duties, if judiciously imposed, will not be 
seriously burdensome upon any portion of the people, 
but would be cheerfully borne by them in a time 
of war; and that the additional revenue so raised 
ought to be pledged for the interest and the redemp- 
tion of the principal of the debt incurred in the pra- 
secution of the war. 

On motion of Mr. Huntington, the committee on 
finance was instructed to inquire into thééxpedi 


tary of the treasury to authorise the issues of certifi~ 
cates of the deposit of goods in the public stores to 
the owners or importers thereof. 


Donations in Oregon. The bill granting donation 
rights to settlers in Oregon being on its passage was 





| after a few words in reply from Mr. Breese it was 
| postponed until to-morrow. 


and after some debate, the amendment of Mr. Alchi- 
son to change the force from regulars to volunteers 
| was rejected, yeas 20, nays 30. 
Several other amendments were offered, and after 
_the adoption of one or two of little importance, the 
bill was reported to the senate. All the amend- 
ments adopted were agreed to, except that relating 


_to bounty Jands, the question on which pended, when 
| the senate adjourned. 


January 29. Society of Friends. Mr. Atherton from 
the committee on printing, reported that sundry me- 
| morials from the Society of Friends praying that the 


_war with Mexico may be speedily terminated, be not 
_ printed. 


| Army. The ten regiment bill was then taken up, 
| 


| Indian appropriation. Mr. Lewis, from the commit- 
_tee on finance, reported the Indian appropriation bill, 
with one unimportant amendment. 


Army bill. After some discussion on the Oregon 
donation bill, the house took up the bill for adding 
ten regiment to the 


| Army. The question pending was upon concurring 
|in the arnendment of Mr. Corwin, granting bounty 
lands to the soldiers, which had been adopted by the 
senate, in committee of the whole, last week. 

| Mr. Benton made a speech against this section of. 
ithe bill, which he said would lead to the most stu-. 
_pendous frauds ever practiced in this country, Al- 
ready companies of “harpies” were formed in Phila- 
_delphia and elsewhere, who would form leagues with 


and give efficiency to the operations of the treasury, . 


' Opposed in a brief speech by Mr. Pearce of Md., and 


sae 


¥ 


of the French, British, and Spanish men of war, 
who aided in rescuing the officers and crew of the. 


Revenue. Mr. Niles offered a resolution, (laid. 
over one day under the rule,) stating that to aa 
he 


raised by increasing the rates of duties upon impor-. 


duty upon all or part of the free list; and that such, 


of revoking or modifying the authority.of the secre-.' 


‘the commussaries and sutlers in the army, and | 
/whose agents would fellow the troops and swindle ~ 


the soldiers out of their bounty lands for one fourth, 
‘or one tenth of their value. The measure would 
‘take eight millions of the public lands, and would 
stop the land revenue for yearsand years tocome, if 


not forever. 
Mr. Upham presented reso- | 


Mr. Corwin defended the soldiers sent forth to fight 
our battles and maintain the national honor, from 
the charge brought against them by implication in 
the remarks of Mr. Benton, that they were mén so 
utterly worthless and destitute of brains, that they 
would either stake their scrip for bounty lands upon.’ 
the turn of a card, or part with them to these com- 
panies of scoundrels for one tenth their value. As 
to the commissaries and sutlers, these gentlemen 
were nominated to the executive as men of goc 
character and worthy of confidence. Their appoint- 
ments were confirmed after ao investigation into 
their claims as men of integrity. If these men were 
the “‘harpies” represented by the honorable senator, 
it was very extraordinary that the president should 
appoint them. As to the quantity of land this amend- 
ment would take from the United States it was not 
worthy of a thought, urfess it was detérmined to 
have our fighting done at the lowest price—reduce 
instead of increase the soldier’s pay—drive a Shy- 





Honorary medals. The joint resolution from the 
house providing fur medals fur the officers and men 


lock bargain with him—measure every quart of this 


‘blood that was spilled, and pay him so much per 
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quart—count his groans and compute them accord- 
ingly—pay so much for each tear that falls from the 
weeping eyes of the heart-stricken widow, the pre- 
mature orphan, the aged parent, or the sorrowing 
sister or brother. If this was to be the principle upon 
which this was to be conducted, so be it. 

Mr. Benton rejoined, and after a long debate in 
which Messrs. Cass, Rusk, Simmons, Huntington, 
Calhoun, Breese, Archer, Hannegan, Butler, Allen, 
Evans, and Westcolt, took part, the amendment to the 
amendment submitted by Mr. Rusk last evening was 
rejected, yeas 22, nays 24. 

_Mr. Butler then submitted an amendment to the 
amendment, identical with that just rejected, except 
that the amount of the certificates to be given to the 
soldiers was reduced one half. The amendment was 
rejected, yeas 14, nays 34. 

Mr. Simmons then offered an amendment giving the 
toldiers the option of receiving in lieu of their 160 
acres of land a certificate of debt of $100, bearing in- 
terest at 6 per cent per annum, payable gemi annu- 
ally, and redeemable at the pleasure of the govern- 
ment; and where he is entitled to only 80 acres, a 
similar certificate for $50. This amendment was 
agreed to, yeas 26, nays 23. 

‘Mr. Hannegan then moved to strike out the proviso, 
and so amend the amendment as to give 80 acres of 
land to all who serve for Jess than 12 months and 160 
acres to those who serve 12 months or more, pending 
the consideration ef which motion, the senate ad- 
jJourned, 


Janvary 30. Mr. Sevier presented the creden- 
tials of Mr. Ashley, re-elected a senator of the U 
States from Arkausas for six years from 4th March 
next. 


Thanks to Gen. Taylor. Mr. Jarnagin, on leave, 
introduced a joint resolution presenting the thanks 
of congress to General Taylor and the army un- 
der his command for their gallant conduct at Mon- 
terey. 


Michigan salt. Mr. Woodbridge, on leave, intro- 
duced a bill, declaring the assent of congress to 
the sale of the salt springs in Michigan under such 
restrictions as the legislature of the state may d:- 
rect. 


The naval appropriation bill from the house was 
read twice and referred to the committee on fi. 
nance. 


T he Oregon donation bill, for making donations to 
settlers and appointing a surveyor general was or- 
dered to be recommited to the Judiciary commit: 
tee. 


The army bill was then taken up. The amendment 
of Mr. Hannegan, which was pending at the adjourn: 
ment yesterday, was agreed to. 

[By this amendme.t a bounty of 160 acres is grant- 
ed to all non-commissioned officers und soldiers of 
the regular army who shall have served for twelve 
months or longer, and to all volunteers who shall or 
may have volunteered for twelve months and shall 
serve so long, unless in either case they shall be ho 
norably discharged in the wean tine, or shall be kil 
led or die in consequence of » ounds received in ser- 
vice. Those serving fora less period than twelve 
months, except as above mentioned, are to receive 
no bounty lands. } 


The amendment of Mr. Simmons, adopted yester- 
day, giving the option to receive treasury scrip in 
lieu of lands, was reconsidered and then withdrawn 
by the mover. 


Mr. Atchison offered an amendment to protect pre- 
emption rights from being interferred with by the 
operations of the bill, and also providing that the 
warrants shali not be located upon any lauds actual- 
ly settled and cultivated. 

After considerable debate the amendment was 
agreed to—yeas 27, nays 10. 

Mr. Johnson, of La., then moved to add a section 
giving 8U acres to the six months’ men—the inten- 
tion being to provide for the volunteers trom Louisi 
ana, Alabama, and Texas. 

The amendment was rejected—yeas 17, nays 18. 

Mr. Benton then moved to amend by striking out 
‘‘legal representatives” and inserting ‘heirs at jaw,” 
so that the land shall not go into the hands of ad- 
ministrators, or assigns. Agreed to, yeas 21, nays 
18. 

The amendment of Mr. Corwin, as amended, was 
then agreed to and here ended the laud bounty part of 
the bill. 

Mr. Benton offered an amendment which was 
agreed to, providing for the appoimtment of four 
quartermasters with the rank of major—ten assist- 
ant quartermasters with the rank of captain—and 
one regimental quartermaster for each regiment; the 
latter to be appointed by the president alune. 

The bill was then, by a vote-of 33 to 3, (viz: Cilley, 


Corwin, Davis,) ordered to be read a third time on | Houston, Jormagin, Johusyun, ol La., Mason, Niles, 





Montay, and after a short time spent in executive 
session, 
The senate adjourned. 


Fesrvary 1. A communication was received from 
the secretary of the treasury in answer to a resolu- 
tion adopted some time ago in relation to the means 
of increasing the revenue, by increased or diminish- 
ed duties upon imported articles. 

The secretary recommends an increased duty of 
ten per cent on coal and iron; cloths and cassimers 
costing over ¢4 per square yard; and on white and 
red lead. Of twenty per cent on brown, white and 
refined sugars; of five per cent on cotton prints cost- | 
ing over 30 cents per square yard. This increase of 
duty, he says, will produce in the aggregate $1,418, 

000. He recommends a decrease of 5 per cent. on 
the duty now levied vpon axes, hammers, chisels, 
plough shares, &c., and on cotton goods not costing 
over eight cents per square yard, and not weighing 
over one third of a pound to the square yard. This 
decrease of duty 1s estimated to produce $55,000. He 
again recommends a duty upon tea and coffee—but 
if the foregoing suggestions are adopted he recom. 
mends that it shall be fifteen instead of 25 per cent., 
as before recommendec. 

It was ordered to be printed. 


Post routesin Texas. Mr. Niles, from the commit- 
tee on the post office and post roads: house bill to 
provide for the establishment of additional post routes 
in the State of Texas. 

The bill having been explained by Mr. Niles, and 
advocated by Mr. Rusk, was, after a brief discus- 
sion, in which Messrs. Crittenden, Simmons, Speight, 
Morehead, and others participated, read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. Sevier gave notice that he would call up the 
bill to appropriate three millions of dollars to bring 
the war with Mexico to a close, to-morrow. 


Army bill. The bill having been read a third time, 
aud the question being, ‘‘shall the bill pass?” 

Mr Houston rose and moved that the bill be re 
committed to the committee on military affairs, with 
instructions to amend the billin the manner proposed 
by him when the bill was before the senate as in 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. H. addressed the senate in relation to his pro- 
posed amendment; elucidating, enforcing, and en- 
largiog upon the views which he had heretofore ex- 
pressed tu the senate in favor of the employment, of 
a volunteer force in the war with Mexico. 

Mr. Huntington replied to the remarks of the sen 
ator from Texas, expressing himself favorable to the 
employment of a volunteer force, but urging various 
objections on Constitutional grounds to the plan pro- 
posed by his amenuments fur the officering the troops 
thus to be raised. Mr. H. concluded by woving to 
amend the instructions, by substituting therefor in- 
structions to strike out from the bill the proviso 
which had been adopted on motion of the senator 
from Kh. de Island, which gives the soldier the op- 
tion to take the land bounty or money scrip bearing 
interest This provision for granting mouey scrip 
bearing interest he considered sv objectionavie, fur 
reasons which he had already stated when that pro- 
visu Was under Consideration, and which he agai 
Stated, that he thought, if the bill were to be recom- 
mitted at all, it should be for the purpose of striking 
it Oul; and, Inasmuch when the provisu was adupted 
the senate was nut iuil,it was the more vesirable 
that it should be reconsidered. He therefore moved, 
in place of the instructions propused by the senator 
trom Texas, tu mstruct the eommittee to strike out 
thal proviso. 

Mr. Simmons defended the proviso. 

Mr. Jarnagin opposed the recommutment of the 
bill; because, if recommuilled, the whuie matter 
awe be gone over again, and with the same re- 
suil. 


Mr. Benton remarked that he would deem it a 
good deliverance if, by recommilment, they could 
gti rid of the land bounty altogether as connected 
with this bill. 

Mr. Crittenden said he would vote for the amend- 
ment ul te instructions, as proposed by the seua- 
tur from Cuovecticut, and if that motion prevail- 
ed, he would then vole ior the recommitment of the 
bill. 

The question was then put upon Mr. Huntington’s 
motion, aad it was negatived, as follows: 

YEAS— Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Cilley, Thomas 
Clayton, John M. Clayton, Curwin, Crittenden, 
Davis, Daytun, Greene, Huntington, Mangum, Mii- 
ler, Morehead, Pearce, Phelps, Upham, Woodbridge 
— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
ton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Brigut, Butier Came 





ron, Cass, Chalmers, Dix, Fuirtield, Hannegan, 
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Rusk, Sevier, Simmons, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney 
Westcott, Yulee—28. ° 
The question recurring on the motion of Mr. 
Houston to recommit the bill, with instructions to 
insert his amendments, it was negatived without a 
division. 

The question was then taken on the passage of the 
bill, and decided affirmatively, there being but three 
dissenting voices, Messrs. Cilley, Corwin, and Davis, 
On motion of Mr. Speight, the senate thon pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and, after some time thus engaged, the senate ad- 
journed. 

Fesrvary 2. Militia.—A report was received 
from the secretary of war, transmitting the latest re 
turns of the militia of the several states, with their 
arms, accoutrements and ammunition. 

Foreign paupers, §c.—On motion of Mr. Dix, the 
president was requested to communicate such infor. 
mation in possession of the executive departments in 
relation to the importation of foreign criminals and 
paupers as he may deem consistent with the public 
interest. 

Mr. Benton’s resolution to compile certain maps of 
the Rocky mountains, Oregon, and California, from 
the field notes of Capt. Fremont, was agreed to. 
The committee on public lands reported a bill 
giving the consent of congress to the sale of the Salt 
springs in Michigan. 

The joint resolution, from the house, of thanks to 
Gen. Taylor and his army, was read a second time 
and postponed unti! to-morrow. 

The three million dollar till, on motion of Mr. Sevier, 
was taken up. 

Mr. Sevier explained that the object of the bill 
was to enable the president to conclude a peace with 
Mexico. The president was of opinion from com- 
mutications he had received from Mexico, that 
peace could be ha , and he was willing to assent to 
it, provided Mexico would cede to us New Mexico 
and Upper California. 

Mr. Miller spoke at length in opposition to the 
scheme as one calculated to reflect national dishonor 
upon the country. The president last year wanted 
two millions to get Santa Anna inio Mexico, ana 
now he wanted three milliors to get him out. I! he 
believed peace—honvrable peace—would ensue, he 
would readily grant the money. But he bad no such 
belief. We should find the money gone and peace 
as far offasever. Mr. M. said it was now for the 
first time avowed for the presivent that the object of 
the war is conquest—the dismemberment of the 
Mexican republic. He was opposed to all such de- 
signs. He thought the war must goon, and when 
the bill was footed up, it » ould be found that its first 
year would cost us $100,000,000. 

Mr. Berrien, moved to postpone the further consb 
deration of the bill until! Thursday, which was agreed 
to, yeas 28, naye 18. 

Mr. Berrien then submitted an amendment which 
he designed to offer to the bill at a proper time, pro- 
viding that it was the true intent and meaning of the 
appropriation thal the war with Mexico ought not to 
be prosecuted by this government with any view to 
the dismemberment of that republic; that this gov- 
ernment «ill always Ge ready to enler upon negolia- 
lions With a view of Llerminuling the present unhap- 
py conflict opon terms that shall secure the just 
rights and preserve inviulate the national honor of 
buth nations; and that it 1s especialy desirable that 
the boundary of the state of i exas should be defini- 
lively settled, and provision made Dy Measico for the 
prompt adjustment of the equitable claims of our 
ciuizens. 
| Sale of mineral lands —The bill providing for the 
sale of mineral javds in Michigan snd Wisconsin 
(the Lake Superior copper mines) was taken up, 
amended and passed. ’ 

The senate then went into executive session, and 
after some lime spent therein, aujourned. 


Ferrvary 3. Louisiana Senator. Mr. Johnson, 
of Lia. presented the credentials of the bon. Pierre 
Soule, clected fur the usexpired term of the hon. 
Alexander Barrow. Mr. 3S. was qualified and took 
his Seat. 

A resolution was adopted to purchase 500 copies 
of Disturnell'’s map of Mexico for the use of the 
Senate. 

A resolution was adopted authorizing the prepa 
ration 01 a map of Florida, provided the cost did not 
exceed $500. 

The committee on finance reported a bill to ex- 
empt from duty scientific books and philosophical 
instruments imported tor the use of colieges and 
screntific and Jiterary mstitutions. 

Society of Friends. The report of the committee 
On printing; agaist printing the memorial ol the 
Balumore Yearly Meeting of Friends, in reference 
lo the war, was adovted, yeas 23, nays 21, as tol- 
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aa tA SE A Se ATS SET ST AS TT SAR 5 a ae LES RARE Se FSR Ie LRN SE 2 SD aN ee a to a ON? + snide tine Healer - : 
ir. YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- [to break the entire unanimity of eonzress. To be NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
i ton, Bagby. Benton, Breese, Brizht, Butler, Calhoun, | valuable the tribute of respect must be unanimously | ton, Bagby, Breese, Bright, Cass, Dix, Hannegan, 
on Cass, Chalmers, Dix, Hannegan, Houston, Niles, | bestowed. Niles, Sevier, Sturgeon. Turney, and Yulee—15. % 
Rusk. Soule, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, Wescott, [t must appear to flow from a general sense of what Mr. Webster then moved his substitute for the res- whe 
"= and Yule—23 was due to the oceasion and to the officer: and al | olution, and the yeas and nays being taken thereon, At 
ne NAYS— Messrs. Archer, Balzer, Berrien, Cilley, | ways, as far as he knew, or as he remenbered the jare as follows; f | 
bls Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Davis, | history of the government, he believed the thanks of YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, ag 
rO- Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, Johnson, of | congress, when tendered atall to a military man, Calhoun, Cilley, John M. Clavton, Thom. Clayton Bed | 
at Md. Johnson, of La. Mangum, Miller, Morehead,-| were tendered by a distinct proposition, free and | Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, nid 
id Pearce, Simmons, Upham, aad Woodbridge—2I1. clear from all other considerations whatever. Pro- | Huntington, Jarnazin, Johnson, of Maryland, John- ae 
, incg priety and the gracefulness belonging to t .e occasion | son, of Lonisina, Mangum, Miller, Morehead, Pearce nae 
ed General Taylor. The joint resolution of thanksto | required that they shoul! be tendered. He held in | Simmons, Upham, Webster, and Wondbridge—26. TE 
re Gen. Taylor and his army, for their gallantry im | pig hand a resolution which passed this body last NAYS— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 4 
eir storming Monterey, offered some days ago by Mr. year. It was in these words: ton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Cass, Chalmers i 
Sen fergnty came up in its order, and was read a second “That the thanks of congress are dueand arehere-| Dix, Fairfirld, Hannegan, Houston, Niles, Rusk Lh 
Mee xs. vi by tendered to Major General Zachary Taylor, his | Sevier, Soule, Speight, Sturgeon, Turney, West iy 
«e ve mation of Mr, Crittenden an ragolution v= elncers and men, ee the fortitude, skill, salermean, and Yulee—Q3. oe wate qs hig i 
= laid on the table. and the resolution froim the house | ang courage which distinguished the late brilliant] The resolution, as amended, was then reported to 
me 08 Wir rhe, SAR’: wan, EAReD ip, military operations upon the Rio Grande.” the senate. 4 
dic Mr, Speight, moved to strike out the proviso ‘that He proposed to frame a resolution in these very The amendment was coneurred in, and the resolu- Le 
nothing in the proviso should be so construed a3 an | words, and to adopt it, so asto make it areal sub- | lion was ordered to be engrossed and read a third tg 
chnd approval of the capitulation of Monterey.” He was | stantial tribute of respect to General Taylor and the | time. itt 
oe not the man to thank with one hand and censure | army under his command. And he had only further By unanimous consent, it was then read a third R 
bill with the other. Fle considered this proviso as a di- | to say, that he could vote for no resolution,in the pres- | time; and the question being on its passage, the yeas iy } 
S| rect vote of censure, not only upon General Taylor, | ent state of things, which contained any sting towards | and nays were taken, and are as follows: it 
‘- who sanctioned the capitulation, but upon those gal- | Gen. Taylor, or any censure upon his conduct in any | | YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Atherton, Badger, na 
lant officers, and among them his own personal | respect, or which implied any doubt or hesitation.— | Benton, Berrien, Butler, Calhoun, Cass, Chalmers, ‘| 
i$ to friend, (Colonel Jetferson Davis), from his own state, | He desired to leave out every thing of that nature; | Cilley, John M. Clayton, Thomas Clayton, Corwin, i 
Lime who made the terms. He could never cvnsent to | and he did not suppose that gentle nen could have | Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Mi 
A yote for such a censure. coutemplated the tender of the thanks of congress to | Greene, Hannegan, Houston, Huntington, Jarnagin, 4 
vier, Mr. Atchison moved to lay the resolution upon the | General Taylor in a manner to be acceptable to him; | Johnson, of Maryland, Johnson, of Louisana, Man- 4 
bill table. Lost 21 to 26. vis 8 } that is, in a manner expressive of the unanimous con- | gum, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Pearce, Rusk, Se- : 
with Mr. Sevier did not see that the proviso implied cen | sent of congress—with such provisions as were in | vier, Simmons, Soule, Speight, Sturgeon, Upham, 
he sure. lt only gave an opportunity to those who were | serted here by way of preamble or dissertation upon Webster Westcott, Woodbridge, Yulee—43. 
“iat disposed to vote the thanks to do so without being | the Mexican war. He would vote for nothing which NAYS—None. 
ye committed of the capitulation. in any shape tended to bring in question the course | The foliowing title, on motion of Mr. Crittenden, 
te Mr. Jarnagin said there was net a word in the | pursued in the conduct of that war; and if he should | was adopted: ‘Resolution giving the thanks of con- 
“ete body of the resolution about the capitulation or the | withhold his vote, as he would most assuredly do, | gress to Major General Taylor and the officers and 
the armistice. ; from the resolution in its present form, there was not| men under his command in the late military opera- 
° Mr. Sevier called for the reading of the resolution, | a soldier in the army, who could read, who would | tions at Monterey.” 
pene and after it was read, he said he had no objection to | not understand the reason why he withheld it. When Mr. Crittenden asked leave to introduce a bill, for 
ante strike out the proviso, as he found it said nothing | they were about to do an act of gratitude—when | the relief of a gallant officer who was wounded du- 
tate about the capitulation. He did not approve of the | they were about to unite in grateful homage to va- ring the last war, Gen. Robert Armstrong; which was 
‘a capitulation, and only wished not to comaut himself | jor—was it generous, was it manly, toset traps, by | read at firsta.d second time by its title, and refer. 
os h in favor of it. way ot preamble, toscrew out of gentlemen an ex- red to the committee on pensions. 
, ree Mr. J. M Clayton said that,as the senator from pression of views which, perhaps, they did not think Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, moved that the message 
oie Arkavsas had stated, he disapproved of the capitula- | proper, on this occasion, to express. Why should | of the President, sent to-day in answer to the reso- 
bed of tion, he wou'd be glad to know from hin what were | {hey not act with the generosity which beca:ne them? | lution he had submitted some days ago, in relation 
Ie the the reasons for that disapproval. Why should they not give to Gen. Taylor and our | to transmission of funds by sub-treasury process, be 
a yore Mr. Sevier replied that he was not disposed to dis- | brave little army this tribute of approbation in the | printed for the use of the senate; which motion hav- 
owen cuss that question. ordinary way in which the thanks of congress were | ing been agreed to— 
ts first Mr. Crittenden was afraid that party spirit wis | always expressed? Why should they couple with it | Tle senate adjourned. 
somehow or other mixed up with this question. This | anything that might in any degree produce reluctance | acral 
- consi should not be. General ‘l'aylor was the leader of | Im any one who was to vote for tt, ue Pay oy entee HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
agreed the armies of the country, and was devoting bimself | mitigate the sense of gratification with which those | Tav F oo 4 ye , 
with ail his energy to the duties of his com uand. If | in whose honor it was passed ought to receive it:— bayer igisiemnbss JAN. 2S. Lhe naval appropriation bill, 
which it was only known how exclusively he was devoted to | He was very clear that this should be an unembar- | ears in committee and ofter progress, and 
e, pro- the maintenance of the honor and imterests of the | rassed vote of thanks—such as it was honorable to | i u oer o terminate debate to-morrow, the house 
- of the country, vo partizin in politics even could give him | congress lo give, and honorable for the army to re- | acjourned, 
1 not to one unkind word. While the whole country was ceive; aud if he could not get the resolution separate Fripay, Jan. 29. The naval bill being resumed, 
view to rejoiwwed and grateful to the gallant soldier and his and distinct, he would be under the necessity of vo- | Mr. Sims, spoke expressing his views upon various 
11s gOv- gallant army for their brilliantservices at Monterey, | ting against it. matters. He held that the president was entitled to 
regolia- men in congress seemed to be looking for some cite Mr. Calhoun, rose and expressed sentiments in ac | 3 lreutenant general, disapproved of Gen. Taylor’s 
unhap- cumstance by which they could tarnish the lustre of | cordance with those of the preceding speaker. Asa | late letter, would consent to restore to Mexico the 
he just the briliiant success which had attended our arms. | matter of taste, propriety, consistency of its parts territory beyond the Rio Grande and denounced 
,onor of lt would seem as if they intended to drug the very | and as no contradiction to the thanks proposed, he | @2y curlaiiment of the right to extend slavery west- 
bie that cup which they held up to the lips of the victor.— | y ould vote in favor of striking out the proviso. ward over U. Ss territories south of the Missouri 
e defini Piis resolution, as it stood, was a censure not only Mr. Webster suid he certainly supposed that, in | COMpromise of 36° 30’ extended. 
» fur the upon Taylor, who assented to the capitulation; vut | one point of view, the arrangement for the armistice Mr. Payne, of Alabama, woved a 30 per cent. tax 
, of our upon Worth, and Davis, and Henderson, who arrang- | and capitulation might be considered as part of the | Upon the tree list. gold and silver excepted, and con- 
ed itsterms. What would the whoje army think of military cperations at Monterey, though they were demued the majority of the house for their action in 
for the this? Men who stood upon the point of honor, who | not absolutely connected with the feats of arms per- | Sustaining the resolve offered by Mr. Wentworth, 
Y ise ONSIN lived and died for honor, what would they think of | formed at that place; and he supposed that,in cases of that such tax was inexpedient. Mr. P. expressed 
keu Up, Buch thanks us these? hey would scorn theim. this nature, where propriety of conduct was questiva- himself in favor of having a lieutenant general to 
Mr. Sevier attempted to justify the course of his ed, the commander-in-chief was entitled to have the | command in chief, and made several pusses against 
on, and party in this matter, by a reference to tie course of | judgment of a court of inquiry befure his conduct) both Generals Taylor and Scott. 
the whigs upon tue dill to remit Gen. Jackson’s fine. | should be definitively pronouuced upon. | Ihe hour of 1 o’clock terminated the debate. An 
. Me. J. M. Clayton then made a speech indefence | Joittle acquainted as he was with such matters, he | amendment to substitute money for the spirit ration 
— Of General faywr, whom ue nonured more tor nis | would not presume to make up an opmion. He , to sarlors was negalived, but on motion of Mr. Rock- 
ns = humanity than ois vravery. He adverted to the evil | thought that they might get a vote of thanks fur the | well, the choice was left optional to them to take 
wee k COnsequences witch Would fesull should tuts proviso | military uperutions at Monterey adopted in a hand-| Money or the ration, by vote of 76 to 65. 
hnd too be sanctioned. It would be equivalent to saying to | some and graceful manner, leaving the other ek ctare | Av amendment offered by Mr. Levin, appropriating 
0 copies Our attuy that Wey must Come oul red-handed trom | to be decided at some future tine, if there should ve fae 000 fur the immediate prosecution of a dry dock 
of the otery valtie—ithal they must Oalhe tueir aris in the | occasion for such decision, before this tribunal or else at ensacola, $50;000 for one at Philadelphia. and 
luod of all wilui tueir ceach—even of women and where. If now in order, he would move to strike $50,000 for one at Kittery, in Maine, the two latter 
sie Children, He cousidered the reso,ution as a side | cut the entire resolution, and to insert in its stead a| ‘Y be constructed with less urgency; was successful 
‘ Pi sat blow aimed at Laylor, bul he stoud sv firu iw the | resolution m the exact words of that which’ passed | '9 being adopted, by a vote of 98 to 81. 
ds alectivirs vi tae A.neticau pevpis suat i could uot | congress atthe last session. But, as there was a pro- Thanks to Gen. Taylor. Mr. Cocke, of Tenn. as- 
seem alec nim. dt would have wo effect vul tu aruuse | position to amend now pending, he would let the ked Jeave to ofler joint resolutions (as below,) be- 
suphical We American peopie in hits tavor. | question ve first taken upon thai proposition. stowing the thanks of congress upou Major General 
‘ ‘1 and Mr. Bagby weve a speeco in opposition to the | ‘The yess and nays were then taken or Mr. Speight’s Zachary Taylor, &c. 
s Cup llulation. We hua hulliug lo du tie said, with | motion to strike out the proviso. and il was decided Oi jections to their reception being made, Mr. CG. 
hmmittee ce lee vi ioLeign wWuules alu Chiidien. It was no in the affirmative as folluws: pity cae Pr yp sche pape 3 i 
i ut the Nate romney much vi it Was sued. ‘die. b. | Y¥EAS— Messrs. Archer, Badger, Benton, Berrien, ried. ‘ ronkerhy oved an adjournment, Care te 
eference pec fat tie Capldaliul Was datuportaat ia | Butler, Calhoun, Chalmers, Cilley, Thos. Clayton, , j 
as iol- ms vuceplivg, dud dust ubiofiuudie i ts fesuiis, | J. M, Ciaytou, Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Saturpay, Jan. 30. Mr. Cocke motion coming up Tee: 
“nd be would vole Cheeriuily against striking out tne | Evans, Fairfield, Greene, Houston, Huntington, Jar- | by yess 126, nays 28, the rules were suspended. (for i 
eruriey ‘pagina, Jotinson, of Md. Johnson, of La., Mangum, | this debate see page 360.) i 
ie — Webster, said that in tendering a triuule of re- | Miiier, \iorehead, Pearce, Rusk, Siumons, Soule,| ir. Faran moved,an amendment, which after being . 
Poel, ke regrewed tual any ining sduula vecud ere | Speight, Uphaw, Webster, and Woodoridge—33. | modilied at the suggestion of Mr. J. Thompson, was all 
tal 
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‘capitulation of 


- yeas/103, nays 62. 


the house for refraining from expressing approbation 
of terms of capitulation, the official reasons for justi- 
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adopted by yeas 110, nays 70, restricting the resolu- 
tion from the expression of any approbation of the 
onterey. 

- As thus amended the resolutions were passed by 
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«Mr. Cocke then moved to substitute in the title of 
the: resolution, the word “censure” in the place of 
“ibanks,”’ 
By avote of yea 1, nays 117, (Mr. Cocke himself 
not voling,) the motion was negatived. | 
Mr. J. Thompson then offered a resolution calling | 
for Gen. Taylor’s correspondence. 
Mr. Ashmun, offered an amendmeut, and addressed 
the house. 
Mr. Douglas, replied to Mr. A. repelled the charge 
of conspiracy to injure General Taylor, vindicated 
the amendment adopted to the vote of thanks, and 


fication of which, said Mr. D., were not yet before 
the house or at all known. 

\Mr. J. Thompson disclaimed any enmity against 
or disposition to injure Gen. Taylor. All he wanted 
was information. 

Mr. Tl’. was here asked by several gentlemen so to 
modify his resolution, as tu call forthe whole cor- 
respondence, Jest it should happen that just as much 
of it as went to vindicate Gen. Taylor, should prove 
to be that which it was not “consistent with the 
public good” to communicate. But he refused and 
closed by moving the previous question. At this 
stage, the house adjourned. 


Monpay, Fes. 1. Mr. Ashmun’s proposed amend- 
ment calling for all the correspondence was then ta- 
ken into consideration. 

‘Mr. Burt moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table: ‘ Negatived by 125 to 28. 

Mr. Ashmun's amendment was negatived by a 
(party) vote of yeas 76, nays 99. 

Mr. Thompson’s resolution was then agreed to by 
yeas 101, nays 72. 


Bill for $3,000,0000. The bill to appropriate this 
sum to the discretion of the president for the prose- 
cutionof negotiation for peace, being by previous 
action, the order of the day, now come up. 

Mr. McKay asked that the special order should be 
postponed until next Monday. 

r. King, of New York, asked that the amend- 
poont offered by himself some time since should be 
reau. 

Mr. Dromgoole of Va. and Mr. Rhett, of S. C. ob- 
jected. 

Mr. King raised a point of order, and upon that he 
succeeded in having the Wilmot proviso read. The 
motion to postpone the special order was agreed to 
by a vote of 97 to 83. 


Mr. Chapman offered the following: 

Resolved, That the president of tbe United States 
be requested to communicate to this house any infor- 
mation in his possession showing the reasan why the 
Alabama regiment of volunteers was stationed and 
continued on the Rio Grande and not marched for- 
ward to participate in the battle of Monterey, when 
other regiments of volunteers from other states who 
arrived long subsequent tothe Alabama regiments in 
the hostile country were allowed to march before 
them and participated in that battle. 

Resolved, further, That the president be requested 
to inform this house for what offence, and under 
what law or regulation of the army, Brigadier Gen 
eral Shields, while commanding the United States 
si, at Tampico, Mexico, deprived Lieut. John 
McDuff (of Capt. James’ company from Jackson 
county, Alabama, in the regiment of volunteers from 
that stale commanded by Col. John Coffee) of his 
command, and ordered him home, without giving 
him the benefit of a court of inquiry or court mar- 
tial to inquire into the charges, if any, against him. 

‘Mr. Douglas objected to the latter resolution, and 
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to check immigration, but to provide by Jaw that 
sufficient space should be reserved on board the im- 
porting ships for the comfortable accommodation of 
the passengers, so that they might arrive on our 
shores in astate of health, instead of presenting a 
revolting spectacle, which was a disgrace not on- 
ly le our Jaws and our country, but to humanity 
itself. 

Mr. Levin then rose and said he should move to 
amend the title of the bill soas to make it read “A 
bill to afford additional facilities to the paupers and 
criminals of Europe to emigrate to the U. States;” 
and went intoa speech at length, in opposition to 
the whole system of importing voters from abroad; 
attributing itto a party policy, with a view to wea- 
ken the Native American party, &c. When he con- 
cluded— 

Mr. Thurman moved the previous question. 

Mr. Campbell, of New York, demanded to be 
heard on the merits of the bill, and to have an op- 
portunity of offering an amendment; but the previous 
q iestion was seconded, and under its power the bill 
was ordered to athirc reading and passed. Yeas 94, 
nays 48. 

After progress with the pension bill the house then 
adjourned. 

Tuespay, Fes.2. West Point. The house went 
into committee of the whole on the state of the 
Union, and the West Point Academy Bill was 
read and laid aside to be reported to the house. 

The civil and diplomatic bill was then called for 


Mr. Wentwerth, of Ilinois, improved the occasion 
to vindicate his vote against a tax on tea and coffee. 
He cited Mr. Polk as against this tax in Tennessee, 
and Mr. Polk’s friends as voting against it. Resolu- 
tions, votes and strong precedents were cited. Mr 
W. was quite surprised that any democratic gentle 
man had voted for a tax on tea and coffee, and he 
was never more amazed in his life than when he 
found such a tax was a part of the democratic creed. 
It was anew thing to him. He came here, too, a 
fifty-four forty man, but fifty-four forty sunk so low 
that he found himself a good many degrees under 
these hitherto established and magic numbers. Un- 
til our country was placed in a much worse crisis 
than itnow was, he would not vote a tax on tea and 
coffee. And how came the chairman of ways and 
means to vote to strike oul the tea and coffee tax at 
ithe last session of congress, and with what grace 
could he be blamed for doing the same thing at the 
present session? So in regard to salt; rather than 
suffer the tariff bill to be lost he had voted with his 
democratic brethren to impose atax on salt. Mr W. 
made a hit at Mr. Wick for what he called his anti- 
democratic vote in favor of a tax upon tea and cof- 
fee. He protested that there waz no democracy in 
such a vole. Mr. Wentworth did not forget the pre- 
sident’s veto of the river and harbor bill; one by one, 
he said, democratic props were going. There was 
54-40 clean gone. Rivers and harbors, too, clean 
gone. Free tea and free coffee going. Free trade, 
too, deserted by the Pennsylvania democrats. And 
then the ‘‘Lieutenant General’’ aad the volunteers, 
and he knew not how many other things. Let the 
democrats who stood guiltless on al! these questions 
rise up now and read him out of the democratic 
party. 

Mr. Johnson, of Tenn., followed in the debate, and 
said that he could prove, and should prove that the 
President of the United States and the secretary of 
the treasury were opposed toa tax upon tea and 
coffee. (Laughter.) Mr. Johnson undertook to make 
out his case from votes, and speeches, and recom- 
mendations. The whole democratic party of the 
state of Tennessee were in ‘favor of free tea and 
coffee; they steod committed against it in resolutions 
and by addresses; they had declared it to be a whig 
measure from every stump and cross road. One 





vindicated General Shields, who was of his own | 


stale, from any i 1 putation. 
Mr. Chapman's resolutions were adopted. 


from judiciary committee reported a bill to regulate 
the carrying of passengers in merchant vessel. 

The question being on ordering the bill to be en- 
grossed and read a third time— 

Mr. R. said this wasa bill intended to correct one 
of the most enormous and aggravated abises which 
now existed in christendom. The emigrants from 
abroad frequently Came into the port of New York 
in such a crowded: condition on board of the ships 
which brought them that they were landed in so dis- 
eased a condition as to be unable to walk, and were 
carried in carts to the almshouse, and sometimes 
died by the way. Numbers died on the passage from 
thesame cause. By this abuse an immense expense 
vas immpo-ed on the city as well as a crying inhu- 


to. 
} | tea and coffee man. 
Importation of paupers. Mr. Rathbun by leave,| coffee men around him. 


document endorsed by Mr. Pcik and sent out from 
Nashville in October, 1841, was particularly referred 
Then too, Mr. Polk had heen elected as an anti- 
He had selected anti-tea and 
Mr. Walker, for instance, 
who had spoken aguinst it in the senate, and Mr. 
Buchanan, who had declared the tariff of 1842 much 
more acceptable to him than it would otherwise be, 
because tea and coffee were left free. Mr. J. also 
said tnat Mr. Clifford, of Maine, the Attorney Gen- 
eral, had voted against the tea and coffee tax also.— 
So had nearly all the democratic party. Mr. Wal- 
ker had proposed a tax upon gold and silver in the 
senate,and thisis what oughtto be done. Mr. J. 
advocated this gold and silver tax and with it a re- 
peal of the tax upon sugar, salt, and the imposition 
of a heavy duty on all the luxuries of the rich. 
After some further remarks from Messrs. Delano. 
Wick, and Wentworth, the Moor was awarded to Mr. 
Severance, of Me. Whereupon the committee rose. 


nn cee steerer — 


the support of West Point Academy was read a 
third time and passed, and the house adjourned, 
Wepnespay, Fes. 3. Senaie military bill. Mr. 
Boyd, of Ky.,asked leave of the house to report 
back the bill of the senate in regard to the increase 
of the army, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Boyd stated leave having been granted— 

Ist. The committee disagree to the first amend. 
ment of the senate, striking out the proviso au. 
thorising the President to make appointments in 
the recess of congress. The House committee 
ask that this proviso shall be retained as in the origi- 
inal bill. 

Qnd. The committee modify the amendment in 
regard to surgeons and agree to one surgeon and 
two assistants, instead of two surgeons and one as- 
sistant. 

3d. The house committee upon 
chaplains recommend that during the war with 
Mexico, a brigade of regulars and volunteers may 
employ a person to officiate as chaplain with the pay 
of captain of infantry—provided the pay shall be 
regulated according to the act of 1824. 

4th. Strike out one regimental quartermaster ag 
proposed by the senate. Mr. Boyd contending tiiat 
this amendment was provided for. 

5th. The house committee recommend a concur. 
rence in the other amendments. 

Mr. Boyd asked that the amendments should be 
concurred in at once. 

Mr. Ashmun hoped not the first one. 

Mr. Carroll, of N. Y. The report of the commit- 
tee is not unanimous. 

Mr. Ashmun. I am elad to hear that, for the pro- 
viso 13 palpably unconstitutional. 

Mr. Morse, was opposed to the bill as it was and 
moved its re-commitment to the military committee. 
Mr. Kauffman, of Texas proposed the same thing,— 
both gentlemen opposing that branch of the senate’s 
amendment which: limited the receipts of the land 
bounty or certificates to those serving for one year 
and more in the war with Mexico. 

Mr. Dromgoole moved a reference of the report to 
the committee of the whole. The motion prevail- 
ed, and the house proceeded to debate the bill. 

Mr. Davis improved the occasion to make some 
general remarks upon the powers of congress and 
the powers of the executive, which were fast super- 
seding those of the national legislature. Mr. D. con- 
tended that the government was in incompetent 
hands. The administration had shown it tn the pros- 
ecution of the war. They had shown it by plunging 
the country into war. They had shown it in the em- 
barrassments which distinguished all branches of 
public business. They had shown it in their assaults 
upon the brave officer in command in Mexico. It 
ought to be placed in this war where David placed 
Uriah—in the front ranks of the battle, and be made 
to receive the blows of the enemy. It was wanting 
in generosity to its friends, and towards those who 
had given the most succor to the administration. 


Mr. Henly, of Ia., made a speech glorifying the 
tariff of 1846, the war with Mexico, and the whole 
series of democratic measures, so called. Mr. H. 
spoke of the Wilmot proviso, and hoped this ques- 
tion would not be urged, he spoke of it asa real af- 
fliction—one that would endanger all present reali- 
ties and all future political prospects. 

Mr. Boyd, of Ky., vindicated the constitutionality 
of the proviso of the house, which the senale had 
voted to strike out, and moved that the committee 
rise. The motion prevailed, the committee rose, 
and a resolution was adupted to close the debate ia 
thirty minutes, by a party vote. 

The house now went into committee of the whole 
again. 
oor. Dromgoole said he did not vote for the resolu- 
tion just adopted by the house. He went with his 
friends for controlling the abuses of debate, but he 
was not in favor of suppressing debate. The reso- 
lution limiting this debate to thirty minutes he 
thought unreasonable. Mr. D. hoped that the pro- 
viso would be struck out; he had his doubts about 
the constitutional power to make such appointments 
in the recess of congress, but still more did he doubt 
the expediency of making such appointments. The 
effect might and would be that the president would 
make appointments upon which the senate would 
have to act six or nine months after they received 
their commissions. If the senate choose not to con 
firm the president’s appoiutments it would act as @ 
cashiering of the officers and this be without cause. 

Mr. Sims, of Mo., spoke briefly in favor of the 
land bounty grants to those serving for less than 
twelve months. 

The committee were then called upon to vote, 
and the house refused to concur with the senate /2 
striking out the proviso. Yeas 56, nays 56, the chalt 
voting for the proviso. 1t was also agreed that there 
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An amendment was finally agreed to by which the 
brigades should be allowed to elect a chaplain, and 
in case he should be one of the chaplains of the re- 

lar army, ard attached to any military post, he is 
required to leave this post and to go where the army 
may call him. Omission of duty is to be punished 
by stopping of pay. ‘The 9th section of the bill was 
the subject of many amendments. 

The bill was reported to the house with the amend- 
ments at near 4 o’ctock. The first amendment was 
in relation to the power to make appointments in the 
recess of the senate. The amendment of the senate 
was rejected, 1]3 to 69. 

The amendment of the committee in regard to 
chaplains was agreed to, and also the 9th section for 
the granting of certificates of stock of $100 to those 
serving during the war with Mexico, and also 80 
acres of tand and $5U as a certificate of stock to all 
serving for less than twelve months and obtaining an 
honorable discharge. The other amendments of the 
committee were agreed to and the bill then returned 
to the senate. 

Mr. Dromgoole, from the committee on ways and 
means, reported a bill supplementary to the sub- 
treasury act, and providing for bills of exchange. It 
was read twice and referred to the committee of the 
whole, and the house adjourned. 
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WAR WITH MEXICO. 














MARCH FROM MONTEREY TO Y(CTORIA. 

THe Country. A letter from an officer of the ar- 
my, dated Victoria, January 6th,obligingly handed for 
our perusal, gives an account of the march commen- 
ced the 13tn Dec. from Monterey, to Montmorales; 
asmall town about 60 miles on the roac to Victoria, 
there, being overtaken by an express from Gen. 
Worth, of the countermarch to Monterey, where it 
was ascertained to have been a false alarm for the 
safety of Saltullo--after resting for twodays at Mon- 
terey, they started again for Victoria where they ar- 
rived on the 4th January. Their route was along 
the range of lofty mountains on the right—on their 
left an open country, part of it very beautiful, and 
in quite a high state of cultivatlon—some very large 
sugar plantations;—great abundance of fruit. Many 
of the little towns were very prelly and clean, the 
ehurches are generally the most promiment buildings 
in the place, and in some instances have an antiquated 
and picturesque appearance. ‘The letter says ‘[ en- 


joyed the march very much when ail things went on 


smoothly aud the wagons did not stall, sjlting upon 
my horse, eating sugar cane, oranges, and thinking 
about all my old sweet hearts and love scrapes.”"— 
“Christmas day was as hot as midsummer.” 





Particulars of the loss of Capt. May's rear guard— 
Arrest of the Lieut. in command. 

Victoria, January, Ist, 1847.—Between7 and 8 
o'clock p. m. Capt. May got in with his dragoons.— 
He reports the loss of eleven men and their horses 
and seven pack mules. As far as I can gather the 
particulars, and they come from Captain May, they 
are these. 

“Between Monte Morales and Linares, Capt. May 
ascertained that there was a pass in a gorge of the 
mountains, and determined to ascertain the nature 
of it. His command consisted of two companies of 
dragoons—some seventy or eighty men. On ap- 
proaching the foot of the mountain every precaution 
was used to guard against surprise. A lieutenant 
With twelve men acted as the rear-guard and guard 
of the pack-mules of the command, who remained 
tome few hundred yards in the rear, and in this way 
they progressed slowly and carefully until they found 
oul the pass, which was so narrow that it was with 
much difficulty a single horse could go through it.— 
But May was determined to traverse it, and make 
What discoveries he could on the other side. Dis- 
mourting himself and men, he led his horse on the 
Way, and, afler experiencing much difficulty in 
betting from rock to rock, the command ultimately 
bucceeded in getting through. Ona the right hand 
tide of this pass there is a perpendicular cliff uf some 
NX hundred feet. On the left bh nd, after ten or 
welve feet of perpendicular, there was a gradual 
tlope to the top, on which any enemy could run 
It is represent- 
td as being the must dangerous pass to a daring ene- 
My that is known, and one where a few determined 
men could stop the advance of thousands. After 
°lng as far on the other side as was thought neces- 
tary, they turned to come back, and the main body 
retraced their steps with the same caution observed 
electing the first passage. But the rear-guard 
Were not so lucky in getting through this time; for 
it appears alter the heutenant and sergeant got 
rough, a large body of men, who stationed them 
lies on the perpendicular side, showered down 





stones from the top so fast and so heavy that their 
advance was completely cut off, and that they were 
either killed, taken prisoners, or made their escape 
to the other side. 

“It seems that Capt. May was not taken by sur- 
prise, for he was continually urging vigilance, and 
left his best bugler in the rear to sound the 
alarm in case of accident, as though he anticipated 
anattack. A rumbling sound in the pass caused him 
to halt for the rear guard, but they not coming up 
when he thought it was time toreach him, he wheel- 
ed about and went in the direction of the pass again 
at full speed. He shortly met the lieutenant and a 
sergeant, and immediately demanded of the former, 
‘Where’r your men? The answer of the lieutenant 
was, ‘close athand,’ at the same time turning his 
head around as if with the expectation of seeing them 
just behind him. But there were none there save 
the sergeant, and the truth immediately flashed up- 
onthe commander that something was wrong with 
them. As quick as thought, and the nature of the 
path would permit, they dashed off for the pass, and 
when they reached it found that a large number of 
stones had been thrown, and discovered traces of 
blood along the defile. They followed up as fast as 
possible, but it was of no avail; they could make no 
further discoveries, nor learn any thing of the fate 
of their companions. So they sorrowly retraced 
their steps, and arrived here as above noticed. 

“| have given the above truly as it was related to 
me, without omission or addition, and it 1s the re- 
ceived and acknowledged amount of the unfortunate 
affair. It niay seem strange, and wanting in detail; 
but, as itinvolves several delicate points, I do not 
feel warranted in surmising what may have made 
out a good slory. Captain May has put the Lieuten- 
| ant under arrest, and many blame him for being in 
| advance of his guard when his post was inthe rear 
of it. His travelling on without discovering that 
his command way absent, will readily be credi- 
ted by any who is familiar with travel in a chapar- 
ral country, or in any narrow pass where two abreast 
cannot proceed. In coming through the pass, the 
men were necessarily fifteen or twenty feet apart;— 
their safety demanded this, and with the noise on 





clivity, it is not strange (at least to me) that he did 
not miss them; and as to his looking back to see 
them, that may have been out of the question, as it 


his eyes to guide his horse over the rugged path.— 
Military discipline, no doubt, demanded his arrest, 
but censure should be reserved until the whole state- 
ment of the mishap is made known by some one who 
witnessed it. 


“It is not thought that any regular soldiers of the 
Mexican army had a hand in this business. Ran- 
cheros and banditti, actuated more by plunder than 
anything else, are believed to have cut them off, 
thinking probably that there was more value than 
what they obtained. In the hands of such men the | 
fate of the prisoners are doubtful, though they would | 
be perfectly safe in falling into the hands of an offi- | 
cer of the army. ° ° * * *) 

“January 4th—About 10 o’clock this morning we 
reached Victoria, which, according to my account,s | 
202 miles from Monterey, and this was performed in | 
the short space of twelve days. Taking everything | 
into consideration the march to and from Monte | 
Morales, (onreturn march,) the Jong train of Wag- | 
ons, the pack mules, and the Mexican ox-carts, and 
I do not believe better time was ever made by an ar- 
my. I was agreebly disappointed in Victoria—it be- 
ing a larger and prettier town than [ locked for. The 
houses generally are not as good as they are in Mon- 
terey, but those about the principal square are neat 
and comfortable. 

“Gen. Quitman arrived here cn the 29th, and the 
Mexican cavalry—about 1 00Q—ali to their rear 
guard, lefton the 28th for Tula, and they moved off 
at 2a.m on the 29th. It is said that Santa Anua 
sent in orders to his troops to fall back whenever an | 
American force should come up. After Gen. Q got| 
into the town several bodies of Lancers showed 
themselves on different points of the mountains, but | 
they were well aware he had no cavalry to pursue 
them, or they would have found better use for their 
time. By getting together all the horses of the offi 
cers and servants a number of men mounted to pur- 
sue them, but they put off, and have not showed them- 
selves since. 

**Now that we are all here, what is to be done?— 
We eannot go from this pomt to San Luis Potos:— 
at least we cannot take our artillery there, and the 
only thing 1 can imagine to be done with advantage 
to our arms is to take Vera Cruz. The proposition 
to that effect Gen. Taylor made the big folks at home 
wuiay haye been favorably received, and we may 








start for that place in a very short time. We can- 


the stones made by his own horse’s feet, and those of | 
the sergant’s horse, and this in coming downa de-| 


359 


ale 


not remain here without serious inconvenience, that 
is certain; and, if we do not go there immediately, it 
will be necessary, to go to the seaboard—to Soto 
la Marina or Tampico. 

“We have now at this point a very pretty little 
army. Gen. Taylor is here with all his staff; Gen. 
Twiggs, with the Ist, 2d, 34, and 7th Regular in- 
fantry, the 24 Dragoons, Mounted Riflemen,. and, 
Bragg’s battery, all numbering 1,900 men; General 
Patterson has the regiment of Mounted Tennesseans, 
two regiments of {Illinois Infantry; two companies of 
artillery, and a company of sappers and miners, ma- 
king in alla little over 1,700 men; Gen Quitman 
has the two regiments of Tennessee Infantry, Ist 
Mississippi do., lst Georgia do., and the Baltimore 
battalion, and his total will not fall short of 2,100 
men; so that altogether we can present to an en- 
emy 5,700 men, being about the same number that 
are with Butler at the other pass.” 

[ Corres. New Orleans Delta. 











Mexican VIEW OF THE WaR.—Santa Anna’s plan 
of the campaign.—A ietter dated at the city of Mexi- 
co, oo the 28:h December, and published in the New 
Orleans Delta, thus speculates on the warlike move- 
ments and intentions of the government of Mexico: 

“The newly elected President still remains at the 
head of the army at San Luis Potosi; and, according 
to what I understand, he will remain there with it 
whilst there isa necessity for sustaining a hostile 
position, The troops, notwithstanding the want of 
resources and comforts, are kept united; and, as 
good Mexican soldiers, are contented and enthusias- 
lic, even in the midst of the poverty which prevails 
among them. Santa Anna 1s probably the only 
Mexican general who knows how to behave with 
his troops, and keep the men always pleased and 
steady to the good cause. Gomez Farias is as much 
disposed and determined to prosecute the war, cost 
what it may, as Santa Anna himself is. On this 
subject, I believe every Mexican, at present connec. 
ted with the government, holds a like resolve. 

“The plan of the campaign, if we may so style it, 
which Santa Anna has adopted, is an admirable one, 
and perhaps the only one which may serve to pun- 
ish the North Americans as they deserve. I, who 
am well acquainted with their character, and have 
been able to study well their inclinations during, my 
residence in the United States, think the plan a feasi 
ble and practicable one, and entitles the commander- 


is natural to suppose he needed the constant use of | in-chief of the Mexican forces to high praise. Here 


itis in a few words: 

“Every means of precaution will be taken in order 
to fortify well one point of the republic, with all the 
necessary reinforcements within a radius not very 
extended, but well traced, distracting in every possi- 
ble manner the enemy, and calling his attention to 
insignificant movements. By these means, it is hoped 
that much precious time wil! be lost by the troops of 
the United States, and thus at the beginning of the 
summer, they will be scattered all about the coun- 





i my. 


try, at different points, so that, at no single place, 
they may have a force as large asthe central division 
of the Mexican army. ‘Thus the advance into the 
country will cost the North Americans a large sum 
of dollars, which will be touching them in a tender 
point. 


‘Besides the loss of time and the exorbitant ex- 
penses of the North Americans, which are three 
times as great as those of the Mexican army, the 
suminer season will fail upon them unexpectedly, 
with its numerous diseases and epidemics, so peri- 
lous to the unacclimated; and thus, without a single 
shot from Mexican ranks, they will perish daily by 
hundreds, both men and beasts, who will not have 
strength to resist our climate, and in a short time 
their regiments will be decimated. In that season 
of the year, when the native Mexican is better fit- 
ted for war, the Mexican army will be able, by one 
bold and concentrated movement; to suddenly fall 
upon and tear to pieces the remnant of Taylor’s ar- 
Ané in case the North Americans should wish 
to retire, their retreat will prove as fatal to them as 
any death-bearing epidemic; for they would find no 
resources on the line of their retreat, and will be ex- 
posed to attack from roving bands of highwaymen 
and banditti, which the miseries of war are calcula- 
ted to increase. 

“This is, ia brief, the plan which, according to in- 
formation gathered from several persons, whom I[ 
believe to be well acquantaited with such affairs, 
I have been adie to trace out. But 1 must remark 
that the whole complot is not divulged, Itis said 
that Santa Anna will not leave San Luis Potosi, al- 
logh some movements and apparent marches will 
be practised,so that the enemy may believe that he 
is about to leave. Every necessary precaution has 
been taken, and all means aro daily used, to collect 
at San Luis Potosi ail pussible provisions and muni- 
tions of war. It is believed that the North Ameri- 
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eans are determined to leave Saltillo and Tampico. 
They will come towards San Luis, and there fight 
the great decisive battle, as Santa Anna will not 
leave that city, and will keep there constantly about 
25,000 men. 

“There are, at present, in a distance of about one 
hundred and 50 miles or less,nearly 45,000 men of all 
arms, and it is expected to raise, during the month 
of January, about 8,000 more of infantry and cavalry. 
A considerable number of troops are stationed at 
proper points to cut off the North Americans on 
their retreat, incase they should come as far as San 
Luis where they will not be able to sustain the resis- 
tance of the Mexicans.” 

MEXICAN PROPOSITION FOR PEACE.—.4n.4merican 
minister asked for—Letter from Santa Anna to General 
Worth. —We learn from Washington that the rumor 
prevailing at Tampico at the last dates, to the effect 
that the Mexican congress, had agreed to receive 
an American minister to treat for peace, and had 
sent a messenger to Gen. Taylor to that effect, is be 
lieved to be well founded in that city. The follow- 
ing letter from our correspondent at Saltillo, also 
shows that the same rumor, ina pretty strong form, 
had reached that place:— 

Saltillo, (Mexico,) Dee. 21, 1846 

Dear Sirs: Since { closed my letter to you yester- 
day, another batch of news has arrived here from San 
Luis de Potosi, which, if true, is certainly importan'. 
1 believe it can be relied on as correct, coming, as 
it does, very straight. The Mexican congress has 
agreed to accept a minister from the United States 
to treat for peace! Some say, however, they are 
only disposed toreceive one, whilst again it is con- 
fidently asserted that they have agreed to make 
peace at all hazards. 

General Worth received yesterday, through a 
courier, from General Santa Anna, a letter which 
is said to be of a very pacific character. An indi- 
vidual is in Saltillo who says he has seen the bill 
passed by the Mexican congress, authorising the ap- 
pointment of a commissioner, to meet one from us, 
to treat for peace; and that he saw it distributee in 
the form of a hand-bill, and posted up in the city of 
Mexico and at San Luis de Potosi. Report says there 
is a copy in this place at this time. From the con- 
fidence wiih which some of my Mexican friends 
speak of the matter, fam myself disposed to believe 
it true—though not without misgivings. God grant 
it be true—should it turn out so it will bea grest 
cause for rejoicing, no doubt, throughout the United 
States as wel] as Mexico, and prove most acceptable 
to the army. 

Santa Anna is stil] at San Luis de Potosi,ard | 
believe now, without an intention of advancing. His 
army there is represented to be inactive—thisis a 
good omen. {Corres. Balto. Sun. 





From tHe Army. Late letters have just been re- 
ceived at Washington from the army, down to the 
7th January, from Victoria, in Mexico: They state 
that Brigadier Gen. Quitman had,on the 29ih Decem- 
ber, occupied the city of Victoria, the capital of the 
state of Tamaulipas. The enemy had a body of 
some 1,500 cavalry in the town with its advanced 
picket at Santa Eugracie; but it fell back as General 
Quitman approached, and is understood to be how al 
Jaumare, inthe direction of Vula. At Tula, there 


is a strong division of observation under the com- | 


mand of Gen. Valencia. 
An examination of the mountain pass leading to 
Tula, shows that it 1s entirely impracticable for ar- 
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congress had taken no action m regard to the war or 
the election of President. The country seems to be 
(saysone of the letters) in a very distracted condi- 
tion, and the tone of the public press more despon- 
ding than heretofore. 

A Tetter has also been received from Tampico, 
stating that the writer had just arrived from Tamau- 
lipas, where he left General Taylor, General Pat- 
terson, General Pillow, and General Quitman, with 
their various commands, amounting to six thousand 
men. He hada very hazardous and fatiguing trip 
from Victoria to Tampico, and had to pass the line 
of the Mexican cavalry twice on the road. He re- 
ports a large force of the Mexicans at Tula, (between 
which and Victoria there is an almost impassible 
range of mountains,) under the command of Gener- 
als Valencia, Urrea, Fernandez, Romero, Lorbarre 
and Monte Negro, amounting to eight thousand men. 
[ Washington Union. 


Juny Triat ww Catirornia.—The first jury ever 
summoned in California was empannelled in the 
Alcalde’s court at Monterey on the 4th of Sept. 
last. It was forthe trial of a case in which Isaac 
Graham was the plaintiff & Don Carlos Rouissillion 
defendant. The jury was composed of Mexicans and 
Americans,—about ‘half and half? we infer from the 
names—a Mexican being foreman. The defendant 
was indicted for fraudulently shipping off lumber, the 
property of the plaintiff. Mr. Culton presided and 
heard testimony for several hours. The jury acquit- 
ed the defendant of felonious intent, but found a ba- 
lance due plaintiff of $65; but as the defendant had 
before offered to pay this without suit, the plaintiff 
was ordered to pay the costs. The verdict gave 
satisfaction, and the plaintiff published a card exo- 
nerating defendant from suspicion of unfairness.” 

The New York Gazette, on inserting the above, 
adds: ‘‘If things continue to be thus conducted in 
California, the Stevenson adventurers will have to 
carry themselves pretty straight, when they arrive 
in that land of Jaw and order.” 

A letter from the Rev. Mr. Colton says “that 3000 
emigrants from the United States, it 1s understood; 
have just arrived at San Francisco in two companies, 
one commanded by Capt. Hastings and the other by 
Capt. P. Russell, and 10,000 are on their way. 

The first article in the ‘Californian’ of August 29, 
is a brief history showing how the foreign residents in 
Caiifornia were induced to set up the standard of re- 
voli—the movement seeming to have been the result 
of false information communicated by an Indian.— 
Gen. Castro had ordered Lieut. De Arce to bring in 
some horses from the mission of San Raphael. The 
lieutenant and his party of fourteen men were seen 
by the Indian, who set off immediately for some place 
not named in the account, and reported that he had 
seen two or three hundred armed men on horseback 
advancing up the Sacramento; and it was inferred 
that these were troops of Castro, marching to attack 
Captain Fremont, then encamped at the junction of 
the Feather river and the Sacramento. The foreign 
residents hastily assembled and marched to the relief 
of Fremont; a party overtook the Lieutenant and 
captured the horses, dismissing the officer and his 
party; and this was the first overt act of the revolu- 
tion. It was followed by the capture of the town of 
| Sonoma without resistence, the captors being only 
thirty-three in number. At Sonoma a Mexican ge- 
neral and three other officers were made prisoners. 

{n the same number is a notice from Capt. Mer- 
vine, commander of the United States forces in Mon- 





tillery or wagons. Such is also believed to be the 
eharacter ofthe Santa Barbara pass, which opens in 
the direction of Tampico. 

General Taylor arrived with the division of Brig. 
Gen. Twiggs on the 4th January, and was joined on 
the same day by the force which Major Gen. Patter- 
sun conducted from Matamoros. ‘the force then 
collected at Victoria is more than 5,000 strong,in ex- 


ceilent beaith, and in capital condition for service. | 


It was there unofficially known that Gen Scott was 
then in the country under orders from the govern- 
ment. Gen. ‘Taylor would probably remain at Vic- 
toria, until he should hear from Gen. Scott, and de- 
termine what disposition to make of the troops. 


to Labradores was completely successful, so far as to 
regret we jearn that on the return of the party to 
Linares, the escort was altacked in a difficult pass 
of the mountain, and the baggage and ten men of the 
rear guard cut off lt is yet hoped thatthe rear 
guard have effected their escape and may yet regain 


terey, ollering a reward of $50 for the apprehension 
j of William Parker, a deserter. Also a notice from 
Mr. Alcalde Colton, prohibiting the sale of intoxica 


Mexico to the 19th of December, at which date the |.4ppointments by the commander of the Northern District 


P Headquarters at San Francisco. 

i. M. Kern, Esq. to command at Sutter’s Fort _ 
E. J. Sutter, Lieutenant of the fort. Lieutenart J 
M. Revere, U. S. N., commander of the Sonoma dis. 
trict, with fifty monnted men. J. H. Watmoy 4 
Esq. U. S.N., commander at Santa Clara. " 
Lieutenant W. Bartlett, U. S. N., to the eivil ma. 
gistracy of the district of San Francisco—offiee in 
Yerba Buena. Stephen Smith, Esq., magistrate at 
Bodega. George Hyde, Esq. civil magistrate for ihe 
| wedge of Santa Clara—office at the Pueblo de San 
ose. 

Captain Mervine notifies all officers and soldiers 
late of General Castro’s army, to present themselves 
and give their parole; and others who have been pa- 
roled to come in and give additional pledges. 


corenaerenetes cil Sy 
VOTE OF THANKS TO GEN. TAYLOR. 


House of Representatives, Saturday, January 30, 
The question pending when the house adjourned 
yesterday was on suspending the rule (on which mo. 
lion the yeas and nays were ordered) to enable Mr, 
Cocke: to introduce the following joint resolution 

Resolved, unanimously, by the Senate and House of 
Representatives of the United States in congress assem. 
bled, That the thanks of congress are due, and are 
hereby presented to Major General Zachary Taylor 
and through him to the brave officers and soldiers. 
both of the regular army and of the volunteers under 
his command, for their courage, skill, fortitude, and 
good conduct in storming the city of Monterey, de. 
fended as it was by a force more than double their 
number, and protected by the strongest fertifications 
which resulted ina most brilliant victory to our 
army, and reflected imperishable honor upon our 
arms. 

Resolved, That the President be requested to cause 
| to be struck a gold medal, with devices emblemati- 
calof this splendid achievement, and presented to 
Gen. Taylor, as a testimony of the high sense enter. 
tained by congress for his judicious and distinguish. 
ed conduct on the memorable oceasion. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
he requested to cause the foregoing resolutions to be 
communicated to Gen. Taylor, and through him to 
the army under his command. 

Mr. Paine inquired if it was in order to move the 
reference of the joint resolution to the committee on 
Military Affairs. 

The speaker said the motion would be in order 
when the resolution was received. Mr. George 8. 
Houston moved a call of the house; the roll was cal- 
led, 162 members answered. A motion was made 
to suspend the call, which was disagreed to. ‘The 
clerk then proceeded to call the absentees when it 
appeared that 176 members had appeared. The call 
was then suspended, and the question recurred on 
suspending the rule to enable Mr. Cocke to mtroduce 
his joint resolution. It was decided yeas 126, nays 28. 

The joint resolution was then received. 

Mr. Faran moved the following amendment, to 
come in after the first resoiution, on which he asked 
the previous question: 

‘engaged as it was and still is ina war commen. 
ced and forced upon us by Mexico, and continued by 
us in defence of the honor and vindication of the 
just rights of the United States, assailed as both had 
bcen by repeated and flagrant acts on the part of 
Mexico, of insult, outrages, and finally invasion of 
one of the states of this Union,” 

Mr. Thompson desired to offer an amendment to Mr 
Faran’s amendment, as follows: 

“Provided, That nothing herein contained shail be 
construed into an approbation of the terms of the ca- 

















_ing liquor, on penalty of fine, imprisonment, and for- 
)feiture. Shopkeepers and keepers of public houses 


/are Jorbiddew to have liquors or wines in their pos | 


| session. 


In the paper of September 5, the history of there- | 


voll is continued, some details being given of the cap- 
| ture of Sonoma. 
| cribed as generous in the extreme,not a doliar’s worth 


The conduct of the captors is des- | 


pitulation of Monterey.” 

| Mr. Faran accepted Mr. Thompson’s proviso a3 4 
_partof his amendment. ’ 
The previous question was seconded, and the main 
| question ordered to be put. 

| Mr. Brodhead mquired of the chair if the resolu 
tion could not be divided, andthe vote taken sepa- 


of private property having been taken, or any set of rately on each, 


violence committed. 


! This number contains the various proclamations of 
The reconnoisance of the mountain passes leading | Cou.modore Stockton, which have appeared in our | 


columns. 

The following extract is given from a leiter to the 
‘editors, written by Lieut. W. A. Bartiett: 
| “There isa regular express mail from the head- 


quarters of the Northern military district at Yerba | 


| Buena to Sonoma, and New Helvetia (Sutter’s fort,) 


The speaker decided that it could not be divided. 
Mr. Brodhead appealed from this decision. 

The question was stated and the decision of the 

| chair sustained. 

| Mr. Cocke desired to know if it wasan order for 
the members of this house to vote for this resolution 

as now amended thus trifling and sporting with ouf 

‘brave and gallant officers and soldiers,and rendering 


| the house perfectly ridiculous in the eyesof the coun 


the army. ‘The officer and non-commissioned officer | leaving every Wednesday morning, and returning | try. 


of the rear guard are in arrest, and the former under 
charges. No blame can possibly attach to Lieut. 
(). pesca d St Vy Whee Ola! 
. OP ieanadt Oce oreo ien 


’ ‘ 


; , 
ee! riM - ot 


from Sonoma as soon as the river mail arrives.” 
| Also constant communication from headquarters 


blo, Pinole, Cerito, snd other points on the opposite 


eoast, 


| Afler sundry other points of order had been made 
| and overruled by the chair— 


‘ed the escort, for this} at Yerba Buena to Sansloito, San Rafael, San Pa-| Mr. C. J. Ingersoll moved to lay the resolution 


| and amendment on the table; which motion was de 
icided: Yeas 10, nays 164. 
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i! Gentry.Giddinge,Graham.Grider.Gri ain tadietor abinadiieia aie incre eters 

ment of Mr. Faran. Hilliard, E. ge menage ny a ert MSD Hob: | Rape pralien namane ae ao. ene roma 
ih Mr. Leake inquired of the chair if, by general bard. Hudson, Washington Hunt, Chas. J. Ingersoll, | Georgia (Mr Cobb) a rs + e enn from 
wy consent the proviso of Mr. Faran’s amendment | Joe._ R. Ingersoll, Daniel P. King. T. B. King, Long, | yjous eilatamen: sited to fe nes he Comend: fuy the-pre 
tis. could not be amended by inserting after the word McGaughey, McHenry. Mcllvaine, Marsh, Moreley, re , and before any action upon the de. 
gh, gpprobation” the words ‘‘or disapprobation” Ramsey, Rhett, Julius Rockwell J.A. Rockwell. Root, Aft : 

Many objections being made— eg Bovetalice, Truman Caleb B. Smith, Ste: | | reves ger =— of Messrs. Houston, 

. . . Strohm hibodeaux. RB. Thompson Tilden 0 abama, an chencKkK— 
ma- Tie speaker decided it could nct be done. oe ; oe ayy ty 
ia The vote on the amendment was then taken by ea 1 te ae Vinton, White, Winthrop,| The ep saeg was put on the appeal, when the de- 
d -s decided fol! J ard, young. 04. cision of the chair was sustained, ayes 112. 
_ 10 a Meats hikieate Boke B 3 So the joint resolution was ordered to be en-| Mr. Ashmun said, this resolution was part and 
s— s edinger, Benton, Biggs, : ' ; 
San Jos. PBlack, Jas. A. Black. Bowden, Bowlin,Bayd. = Being engrossed it was read a_ third | parcel ofa course of proceedings commenced by the 
Brinkerhoff. Brodhead Wm. G. Brown. Cathear!.A. A. — . department and its friends in that house against 
ers, Chapman, . Chapman, Cobb, Collin, Cottrell, Cullom, | ,. r. Joseph J. McDowell moved the previous ques- Gen. Taylor. The policy seemed to be to suppress 
Ives Cummins. Daniel. De Mott, Dillingham, Douglass, Droom- tion. ; all discussion; to get a partial one sided statement of 
pa: goole, Duulap, Edsall, Ellett, Elisw orth, Erdman, Fa- _ Mr. Dromgoole inquired whether the word “‘unan. | facts; to let the organ in the meanwhile go on with 
ran, Ficklin, Fuster, Fries, Garvin, Giles, Goodyear, imously™ wes not inthe resolution? The voto cer- its misrepresentations, and instantly to put the gag 
Gorgon, Graser, Hamlin, Harmanson, Hastings, Hen-| tainly had not thus far been unanimous, and proba- | on one side of the house. In this way Gen. Taylor 
— ly, Hoge, Hopkins, G. 8. Houston, Hungerford, J. B.| bly would not be so. Could not that word be omitted | was to be putdown. We had asample of what was 
R. ag Oe ae. Jenkins ciegaee 2 #2. rapneee by general consent? to come here this morning. An order published by 
, es. 5. Jones Kautinan, Kenne- biecti i ib ; itv. i rs titi r 
~ TA ierense hente, tate; Leb La Sere, Liars] ro ecm Mae dn conor of tne origina! ol tule, anliqunte cbsoete and simon orcotem 
). Lumpkin, McClean, McClelland, McClernand. Me- ae = s in favor of tne origina : ule, antiqua ed, obsolete, and almost forgotten, 
irned Daniel, Jos. J. McDowell, McKay, Jnhn P Martin, resolutions; but now, as they stood amended, he con- | had been disinterred and paraded once more, with 
oe B. Martin, Morris, Morse, Moulton, Norris, Parish, sidcred the last part of the last amendment as con- the odor of the grave still about it, that it might be 
Mr Peyne, Perrill, Perry. Phelps, Pilebury, Rathbun, taining @ direct censure upon General Taylor.— made to apply to General Taylor. Even from the 
"ore Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Roberts, Russell, Sawtelle, Sawyer, He was opposed to censuring him, and therefore he | very origin of the war, Gen. Taylor being entitled by 
Scammon, A, D. Sims, Leon H_ Sims, Thos. Smith, | moved to lay the resolutions, as now amended, on | to his brevet rank to the command of the war, there 
oilnd Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, St. John, Strong, | the table. were numerous indistinct, misterious givings out i 
pe se. Uy! wer TRareReN Tiboatts, Treadway,} The motion was Jost the various administration papers to the effect that, 
id are entworth, Wheaton illi yi I oma ee : : : ’ 
a Dede’ ae hae illiams, Wilmot, Wood, Mt Stephens asked if the question on the resolutions | if the war should prove disastrous, the responsibility 
idiers, NAYS—Messre. Stephen Adame, Ashmun,Barrin- could —— be mn and a separate vote taken would not rest with the administration, but with the 
under get, Bayly, Bell, M. Brown, Buffington, Burt, W. W | 0D c2en of the reso utions. The speakes decided it | commanding general. Before the news was received 
e, and Campbell, J. G. Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Cranston, could not. of any of those victories which had so brightly illus- 
y, de. Culver, G.Davis, Delano, Dockey,J. H. Ewing, Edwin The previous question was seconded, and the | trated his name, these insinuations were conveyed; 
— H. Ewing, Gentry, Graham, Grider, Grinnell. Hale, | ain question ordered to be put, viz: Shall the re- |so that, if Taylor should happen to mak i - 
e their ot , ’ ’ : put, ’ y PE Oo make any indis 
tines ger Harper. Hilliard,, E. B. Holmes, J. W.Hous- solution pass? creet movement which should have an unfortunate 
> ens sit Pe te ares Sena WV « mnt 7 —— The question was decided by yeas and nays as fol-| result upon our arms, the public mind might thus be 
’ . ng, ° . 1g, ews, ong, : ic= S: > : eat . , . 4 
on our Gaughey, McHenry, MclIivaine, Marsh, Miller, Mos- se Petcry Ne erie eT ae — 8 ee re 
eley,Pollock, Ramsey. Rhett, Ripley, Julius Rockwell aes : eee pungante 6f tha presteanh andthe geinty.; Ses oe 
» enmne JA. Rockwell, Runk, Schenck, Severance, eee Mr. Faran moved to reconsider the vote passing | gallantry he had displayed at Palo Alto and at Re- 
lemati- SmitA. Smith, C. B Smith, Stephens, S'ewart, Strohm the resolution. Rejected. saca, and since then the triumph of Monterey, in 
nted to Thiberdaux, Thomasson, ,B. Thompson, Toombs, T he title of the resolution was then read, viz. ‘tA | brightening succession, had so burst on the exulting 
s enter: Tilden, ‘Trumbo, Vance, Vinton, White, Winthrop, yeint resolution of thanks to General Taylor, his gratitude of the whole nation, that, for a time, the 
neuishe Woodward,and Young—T70. officers and men, for storming the city of Monterey ;’| plan was annihilated. This glorious result had com- 
& ' ao age s observing that the amendment which | when— pletely confounded the incipient determination of 
1 States ess tri te: gga “ary attached to the first of the Mr. Cocke, moved to amend the same by sub- the administrotion to sacrifice him. But the snake, 
ns to be art of . a ee ae and now constituted a/| stituting the word “censure” for the word “thanks.” though scotched, was not wills ¢; and, from that day 
him to idlutions - ve om the question be taken on the The question on the amendment was decided by to this, the same spirit was from time to time mani- 

The chair ied re th ¥ yeas and nays, as follows: Yea 1, nays 117; but | ested, both in the debates on that finor and in the 
ove the could nol be divid 4. e question on engrossment | before the result was announced by the speaker.— other branch of congress, and in the democratic 
jittee on ul — hel Mr. Hopkins inqvired of the chair whether the | Press 1) Various parts of the country. 

Fa Gentry said that, believing that the adoption | rules of the house did not require evory member; At length there came an official recommendation 
in order ci  capeentson, in its present form, would be an within the bar when the question was putto the in the shape of a message from the president, that 
reorge Ss te ese than a compliment to Gen. Taylor, he house to vote on one side or the other? The chair| the old hero should be superseded by placing over 
was cal- "Th move to lay the resolution on the table. replied thatthe gentleman was aware that there his head somebody taken from the walks of civil 
as made hy chair decided the motion out of order. was such a rule. Mr. H. said that he was; and he| life, perhaps a member of one of the houses of the 
o. The ‘ tr. Dromgoole suggested that the resolution had | here stated to the chair that Mr. Cocke, who had | national legislature, to take from him the command 
when it ; ler be referred to a select committee, in crder to moved the pending amendment to the title of the | and to disgrace him as a general. There was ob- 
The call hae ys such a form as to command the unanimous | joint resolution, had been himself within the bar, and | viously a desire to get rid of him in some way. But 
urred on Pol the house. had voted on it. the manner with which thal proposition had been 
ntroduce Mr. Seaborn Jones asked that the several resolu- Phe chair replied that, though there was such a; met by the whigs, and the honest indignation and 
nays 28. lions might be voted on separately. rule, itcould not be applied to any member, because disgust of some gentlemen on the other side of the 

The chair decided that it could not be done. there was no means to enforce it. BOWES, Very SpsCeny pul that ehatier to suet.” Givens 
ment, to | Mr. Winthrop said he understood the gentleman |. Mr, Jacob Thompson asked leave to affer a resolu-/ labor, however, had been employed to induce some 
he asked rom ennessee, (Mr. Gentry) to move thal the re- tion, which was then read as follows: bowrteneenge to back out fro their position; the screws 

olution be laid upon the table, and that the speaker Resolved, That the President be requested to com- had been vigorously applied, and it had at length 
rommei- lad decided the motion out of order. municate to the house of representatives all the cor- been openly announced to us by the gentleman from 
tinued by The speaker said he had so decided, as the motion respondence with General Taylor since the com- Indiana, (Mr. Wick) whose vocation it was to lec- 
on of the 0 lay had been made and rejected since the previ- mencement of the hostilities with Mexico which has | ture thal house when it went astray, that “we must 
both had gece had been seconded. not yet been published, and the publication of which | have a democratic general at the head of our ariuy.” 
ie part of ~ Winthrop said a vote had been taken on agree- may not be deemed detrimental to the public ser This was speaking out. It was by means like these 
vasion of if 0 the amendment since the motion to lay upon vice. Also, the correspondence of the quartermas- that the president and the administration party here 

‘ lable had been decided, and he presumed that ter general in relation to transportation for General | were preparing the public mind for the sacrifice of 
entto Mr ie notion of Mr. Gentry was in order. Taylor's army. Also, the reports of Brigadier Taylor, ay, aud Scott too: and the move here to-day 

* he vole was then taken by yeas and nays on or- Generals Hamer and Quitman of the operations | Was, as he had said, part and parcel of the general 
d shail be hind the resolutions to be engrossed and read a of their respective brigades on the Qlst of Septem- | scheme. Gentlemen on the other side were not willing 
of the ca- aoe and decided as follows: ber last. | to vole a pure, unmuzzled, honorable vote of thanks, 
3 t LAS— Messrs. Stephen Adams, Andereon, Atkin- The motion to susperd the rule for the reception | such as would reflect equal credit on a brave soldier 
yiso as 4 ) yy, Bedinger, Benton, Biggs, Jas. Black, Jas. of the resolution was decided. Yeas 144, rays 29. pand a grateful country; bul they altempted by putting 
; hiv Conk Bowdon, Bowlin, Broadi ead, Wm. G The resolution was then received. | the previous question op the house, to compel those 
the main ian Chionane? Augustus A. Chapman, R. Chap- Mr. Stephens suggested to Mr. Thompson to modi-| with whom the measure originated to add to the 
att, Bicclen, ate Collin, Cullum, Daniel, | De | ify the resolution so as toembrace ‘all the corres- | expression of the national gratitude a supplement 
he resolu: NsWorth dinar Peas ee: Dune. maou ren pondence between the war department and General | which, instead of heightening the gratification of the 
ss ore o~ an, i P a ries, Garv . M , | _ cae naealnaale é 
ken sepa vdyeur, Gordon, Grover, Hamlin depen bites i, a Taylor. | old hero, was caiculak d and intended to convey a 
8, Henley, Hoge, Houpkine, Mauale *‘Gac S. Hous. Mr. Ashmun said that the resolution, as it stood, | sting to bis honest heart, and to turn public thanks 
Hivided. ' Edmund W. Hubard, Hungerford, Jas. B. Hunt called, as he understood it, only for the letters of |into public insult. Mr. A. did not doubt that when 
in. ite James H. Johnson, A. Johnson, G. W. Jones, Gen. Taylor himself, not those of the aepartment to he had read the resolution he would stamp it be- 
bn of the " I. Kauiman, Kennedy, Lawrence, Leake. Leffler, him; and for those only in respect to the matter of |neath his feet; he would uever soil his hands by the 
eClernand. "3 Ligon, Lumpkin,McClean, McCielland, | @nsportation. | Teceipt of such av equivocal expression of the appro- 
order for , Me * "gee pamel, J. Jas. McDowell, J. MeDow- [Voices: “Not at all; that is not the resolution.’’] bation of the government. He ought not to keep it 
resolution Oiton j redo B. Martin, Morris, Morse, Mr. Ashmun cailed forthe reading of the resolu-|a moment in bis possession. He knew too well what 
r with our Hi, Relfe Rine A bows Perry, I ilsbury, Rathbun, tion, and it was read again. | was due to hisown honor. The sole « bject, in thus 
renderidg anumon, ‘Alexander D. yeep ay tig plogy te nko Mr. Jacob Thompson here rose to order and said | transforming the original resolution, was to prevent 
the coun: ~ Smith, Stanton, ash edthes 3, a BE pawn that at the time he offered the resolution he had mov-| the whigs, with whom it originated, from voting for 

"i Thompson, Jacob 'hompson, Tare Tie ed the previous question upon it, but the resolution | their own resolution. Mr. A. had voted against this 

een made irae naw ay Wentworth, Wheaton, Wick, could not then be considered. The resolution was | amendment to the resolution of thanks, just as he 
iA e+ ilmot, and Woodworth—}U6. now under consideration. Did not his former de- | had voted against the preamble to the war bill. He 
esolution t, Milto Messrs. Ashmun, Barringer, Bell, Briner- mand for the previous question still apply to il? jhad pronounced that preambie to be untrue in fact 
n was de . ‘. aaare gg Burt, J. H. Campbell, a chair replied in the negative. he now believed thata large majority of the natiua 
avis an, Uocke, Collamer, Cranston, Culver rom this decision Mr. Thompson took an ap-| were of that opinion, and s -ontinue. The 

Delano, Dock-ry, J. H. Ewing, E A Ewing. | : lg i pe it age lay 


| peal. '}war had been undertaken for other ents then the 
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vindication of our wrongs at the hands of Mexico; 
it had had its origin in party aspirations and party 
plans, and had been undertaken with a view to con- 
quest. And now the false statement that it was to 
redress our wrongs inflicted by Mexico, had again 
been thrust upon them in the shape of an addition to 
these resolutions of thanks. It had no foundation in 
fact. 

What was it that had now produced the call pro- 
posed by the gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. Ja- 
cob Thompson) for a portion of General Taylor’s 
correspondence with the war department? The gen- 
tleman was always fair and frank in his course here, 
and he did not doudt the gentleman would admit that 
the speech made by him in that house some days 
since did reflect very severely upon Gereral Taylor. 
And now, following out the same hostile course, he 
introduced here a resolution intended to fortify his 
former position, and strengthen the ground taken by 
himself and his friends against the old general. If 
they thought it necessary that Taylor should be sa- 
crificed, and the nation made to believe that he had 
done nothing which reflected honor upon the coun- 
try, the course they were now taking was in confor- 
mity with such an opinion. But on this they might 
rely, that, if that was the judgment the adminisira- 
tion and its friends had made up, the American peo- 
ple would most emphatically reverse it. They had 
intelligence enough to perceive that it was sought to 
ruin the man who bad, indeed, “filled the measure 
of his country’s” military “glory,” because he was 
not the supple tool of his power. He must be des- 
troyed, disgraced, superceded, because he was a 
whig. It had been confessed before the sun. The 
gentleman from indiana (Mr. Wick) had announc- 
ed, in open congress, that **we must have democratic 
generals to carry on this war.” 

As the resolution had originally been worded, it 
Jeft the president at liberty to send the house just 
such portions of Taylor’s correspondence as he 
pleased: it had since been qualified; but even in its 
qualified shape it still left him the freedom of send- 
ing just so much as might be availed of to sacrifice 
Taylor. His word for it the house would never see 
all that Taylor wrote to the secretary, and all that 
the secretary wrote to Taylor, till a month after the 
campaign was ended. It was not till then that the 
general would have any possibility of vindicating 
himself. For, contemporaneously with this call for 
his letters, came the resurrection of an obsolete or- 
der, (that did not even appear at all in the last edi. 
tion of the rules and articles of war,) prohibiting any 
officer in the army to publish any communication of 
his during the existence of the war. ‘This order had 
been originally passed in 1825, but it had fallen into 
oblivion and been dropped: insomuch that it had no 
place in the rules of war as published in 1841. But 
it was now galvanized into a new existence to serve 
a party purpose. Mr. A. here read the rule as fol- 
lows— 

“650. Private letters or reports relative to military 
marches and operations are frequently mischievous 
in design, and always disgraceful to the army. They 
are therefore strictly forbidden; and any officer found 
guilty of making such report for publication, without 
special permission, or of placing the writing beyond 
his control, so that it finds its way to the press wilhin 
one month after the termination of the campaign to 
which it relates, shalibe dismissed from the ser- 
vice.” 

What had brought up this order from the tomb, 
where it had quietly slept for so many years? ‘The 
appearance of a private letter of Gereral ‘I'aylor, 
never intended for publication, and for the publica- 
lion of which he was inno way responsible. Mr. 
A. admitied that its publication was an act of great 
indiseretivn; it was an act, however well intended, 
that did great injustice to General Taylor. It was 
a letter addressed to a superior officer, in which he 
confided to him the feelings of bis bosom without 
reserve. it should not have been given to the world. 
Yet Mr. A. could not but think that the house would 
hesitate before censuring General Taylor for the act 
of another, done without bis knowledge or permis- 


sion: “lt was evident to all men that the order pub- | his will, the same instruction would be extended to 
lished this morning in the organ (and, he believed, | (hem also. 


in the Intelligencer too) was intended directly to 
censure Laylor jor the publication of that letter. — 
Was this tan? Was it just? A year might roll away 
before he would bave an opportunity to speak a 
word in his defence. However misrepresented or 
maligned, he must be silent; not a word must be 
‘wttered. He could not have a despatch published in 


bis own Vindication, while a seiection of documents! any way to promote the return of Santa Anna to 


to any extent was published by an administration 
hostile to him. 


Mr. A. said he bad voted in favor of the resolution, | P 
lest any who suppose that ‘Taylor | return of Santa Anna; and, if so, who was the officer 
had done something inconsistent w ih bis duly might) or agent, what were his instructions, and when was 
have a pretext tor saying that the whigs were trying | he sent on such mission; or who was the person that 


ublai as il was, 


— ee ee. 





| till after a month was over. 
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to shield him. Mr. A. hod no fears for Gen. Taylor. 
—His conduct would stan the test of the severest 
scrutiny. Nothing had been done by him, in his ar- 
duous command, that cvuld possibly injure him.— 
Garbled letters might, perhaps, induce some to judge 
unfavorably of him for a time, but after peace should 
be restored, and his lips were unsealed, he would be 
able to present such a case as would command a tri. 
umphant verdict at the hands of his country. 

The publication of this order was remarkable in 
another respect. lt prohibited the publication of all 
letters from any officer in the army; and yet the or- 
gan itself, in which the order was paraded in eapi- 
tals, had within two days past published letters from 
officers. and other despatches from the army, when 
they were of a complexion favorable to the admin- 
istration. Yet they refused the same liberty to the 
man placed in a high and responsible situation, and 
now set upon and dogged by the administration and 
its tools in and out of congress. 

The resolution moved by the gentleman from Mis- 
Sissippi was equivalent to a bill of indictment against 
Gen. Taylor. It implied that there was something 
in that correspondence which, if it could be got at, 
would pave the way for an impeachment. Possibly, 
that might be the object. By this happy stroke of 
policy 1t might perhaps be hoped not only to sacri- 
fice Taylor, (who was probably deemed to be in the 
way of some political aspirant,) but to aid the pro- 
ject of a lieutenant general, which had so repeatedly 
been thrust upon both houses of congress. That 
redoubtable project had been voted down in that 
house with an emphasis that spoke death to any 
hopes founded upon it; and so it would continue to 
be, notwithstanding the givings out of the gentleman 
from Indiana, (Mr. Wick,) unless the executive influ- 
ence (as Mr. A sometimes feared) should prove too 
strong for the people. 

There were other reasons why Mr. A. had voted 
for the resolution. The phraseology had led him at 
first to think that the resolution called only for Gen. 
Taylor’s letters, and not for those of the secretary, 
but it was now said by gentlemen that it covered 
both. Unless, however, this was very plainly ex- 
pressed, the house would not get a word of it. He 
hoped the gentleman would have the frankness to 
make his meaning so plain that there could be no 
official misunderstanding. 

It was well know that the house would never be 
much enlightened by such a call as was now made 
by the friends of the administration. Mr. A. wanted 
to extend it a little. He wanted to get some infor- 
mation in relation to the employment of a secret 
agent sent to hold communication with Santa Anna 
at the Havana. He should call for the instructions 
to that individual; and he thought we should find 
there the origin of the famous two million bill, in 
connexion with the three million bill which they 
were to have politely presented to them on Monday 
next. Belore Mr. A. resumed his seat he should 
move an amendment to the resolution proposing such 
an inquiry. 

He should like, also, to see the instructions given 
to Mr. Slidell, our minister or commissioner, or by 
whatever name he rejoiced in being called, who had 
been for some wonths trying to get himself acknow- 
ledged as something by the Mexican government. If 
ever these instructions should see the light, we should 
probably see that it had been from the beginning the 
purpose of the administration to getu a difficulty 
with Mexico and so get California. But we had 
them not, and no efforts would probably obtain them 
Til then no light was 
to be furnished—all must be kept dark. Meanwhile, 
they were told that it was their duty to keep quiet— 
and then, by and by, when all was over and past 
recall, then call the administration to account. And 
he supposed from the publication of the official “or- 
der” this moring, that it might probably be intended 
thut nocommunications from members of congress 
must be be published during thefcontinuance of the 
war. He supposed that they too were prohibited 
from speaking their thoughts till a month after the 
campaign. No doubt if the executive could have 


Before he went any further, he would send to the 
chair the amendment he proposed to offer. It was 
read at the clerk’s table and 1s as follows: 

Resolved, Vhat the president of the United States 
be requested to inform this house if any officer or 
agent of the United States was sent by him, or by 
his direction, to Havana, to advise, procure, or ip 


Mexico; or whether any persona visited Washing- 
ton city, and conferred with the president or any 
officer of the government upon the subject of said 


~~ eo SS, 
visited Washington city, and thus conferred with jh 
president or any other officer of the government a , 
what was decided upon at such conference. rhe 
that he inform the house by what means and throups 
what channel Santa Anna was informed that 
order was issued to the commander of our na 

forces in the Gulf of Mexico, directing said pe 
mander not to obstruct Santa Anna’s return to Me 

ico; and that he also transmit to this house copies « 
any letters, communications, or papers of any rch 
to the executive department of the government « 
any ‘way relating to the subject of Santa Anna’y 

turn to Mexico. " 

Resolved, That the president of the United Sta 
be requested to inform this house whether the U 
States have any diplomatic agent to the Sovernmen, 
of Mexico; if not, when they ceased to have Such 
agent; and if the United States have such an seed 
who he is, what duties he has performed since ie 
war omer 4 what compensation he has re 
ceived, and what is his present rate of c 
tion.’’} r _— 
_ The information here asked for was earnestly i, 
sired by Mr. A. Santa Anna had been sent back ty 
Mexico by Pres. Polk; at least the idea had Oringing. 
ted withhim. A mission, a secret embassy,had beg, 
sent to him in his exile, and the executive agent ha 
an interview with him at the Havana; after whj 
directions were given by the cabinet to our Officer 
who were blockading Vera Cruz not to interrupt big 
return. And he accordingly passed the blockade 
and landed safely on the Mexican soil. Now, why 
were the designs of the President in this grand strok 
of policy? Mr. A. desired to know, and he expert: 
ed to get them from the instruction to the secret er 
issary. The President said in his message that be 
could not have prevented Santa Anna’s retym 
had he even desired to do so; and a distinguished jy. 
rist from Virginia (Mr. Bayly) had told tie house t} 
the same thing, because Santa Anna had returng 
in a British armed vessel, and neutral vessels of wa 
were not included in a blockade. Now, in the § 
place, the honorable and learned gentleman w, 
mistaken in point of fact; for Santa Anna had n 
returned in a British armed ship, but in a priva 
steamer, chartered for the purpose from a Britis 
merchant. She was not an armed vessel or a natig 
al vessel in eny sense. And, if she had been, it wy 
the first time Mr. A. had heard that neutrals mg 
break a blockade so far as to carry military office 
and,soldiers into the country blockaded. The do 
trine was entirely new to him that a neutral migh 
take substantial “aid and comfort” to our enemy, ig 
the shape of a General and sixty officers. 

Mr. Bayly now inquired of Mr. A. what he hi 
said in relation to the position formerly taken } 
him in regard to Santa Anua’s return? 

Mr. Ashmum repeated what he just said. 

Mr. Bayly said the position he had taken was this 
that neutral national armed vessels were not exclu 
ded by a blockade; and that it was impossible to p 
vent Santa Anna’s return in such a one in disguise 

Mr. Ashmun ‘in disgutse!”? 

Mr. Bayly. Yes; in disguise. 

Mr. Ashmun said he never had had such an ide 
as that Santa Anna returned to Mexico in disguise. 
It was certainly the first time Mr. A. had heard sud 
a thing breathed by any one. 

Mr. Bayly said he had not affirmed that Santa A 
na did return in disguise, but that he might so ha 
returned. 


Mr. Ashmun. ‘He might” have returned in di 
guise. Yes, no doubt; and so he might have sw 
under water, too, if be could have held his breath 
long. Butthe probability of his sneaking in disgui 
on board a British national vessel, had nothing in 
world to do with the actual fact that he had returt 
ed, undisguised, and without a thought of disguis 
on board a private vessel owned by a merchant, 
hired from him, and that an official order had be 
given to jet hin pass. There was no preventing 
getting rid of the fact. There it stood. The Pr 
ident of the United States had sent to Mexico ! 
most distingushed general Mexico ever had, and¢ 
who, by the President’s own showing, had been 
original cause of all the wrongs and outrages $ 
spoliations and murders which figured so largel) 
the President’s message; and one who was now 
ing and arming and concentrating the Mexican pf 
ulation as one man to resist our ‘*most just and Mf 
teous war.” 

After a fact lke this, it looked well, indeed, ia! 
Administration to charge Gen. Taylor with 
ders and inefficiency! A worthy quarter for sue 
change to come from! Surely after such a bluo 
as that the mouth of our President should have 
sealed in the silence of death, when he thought 
charging a veteran like Taylor with blundering 
conducting the war. Could it be believed thet 
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Mr. Lewis said that. in relation to the necessity 
for speedy action upon this bill, he was authorized 


by the secretary of the treasury to make as strong 


The bill was brought 
to the senate on Friday last, and immediately refer- 


it as the time would permit of on Saturday and this 


Mr. Evans said he confesed that he greatly regret- 
ted that the honorable chairman of the committee 


ime yt concentrated by any other spirit than that {man of the committee on finance meant to be under- 
| with Ihe fimmed gr peer Nobody supposes it. And who fur-| stood as saying that it was indispensable to the pub- 
Ment, ang igo with Santa Anna? And who was it that lic service that the bill should be acted on to day, 
e. Aly, ay after placing this able General at the head|and thatif deferred public credit should sustain an 
id thro 14 rmies, to give him two millions of dollars? | injury or public faith be violated, of course he would 
d that a a he had got the money, what would he have | waive all objections, and consent that the senate 
OUT Naval Map?’ te il? Tricked the astute administration just | should proceed at once, though no time was allowed 
og ie ed done already, only to a little livelier tune. them for examination. 
5 a = . Avhad no idea of charging Mr. Poll with 
| ae ree nding, by the order he gave, to aid and comfort 
ooeatl ico. At was weakness on his part. It was ex- 
ennt . ‘ve copfidence in a man notorious to the whole | an appeal as could be made. 

“ts {for his‘utter perfidy and want of all principle. nedi 
ited § the President had done it. He had given Mex-| red to the committee, and such examination given to 
ve int the most efficient aid and the greatest comfort | 
overnmen Mmmbad ever received. Mr. Polk had, in fact, ap- | morning; and he hoped, as the measure was of such 
ve piers: ied a lieutenant general for Mexico, and now, to/| pressing Importance, that it would be proceeded 
l ana te lize the matter, he wanted to appoint another for | with without delay. 
d sines a nited States. [A laugh.] . , 
he has rej: 4 should like to know the secret history o ogee 
COmpensy. business; be should like to know what that two| on finance and other gentsemen on that side of the 





ions of dollats had been wanted for; whether it 
not to enable us to purchase California? What- 





















arnestly de. 

ight have been the object, one thing was cer- 
ole. Medmitted he had been, and that by order of 
sy had beer President of the United States; and since his ar- 


he had awakened all Mexico; and contrived to 
entrate such a body of troops at San Luis Patosi 
» oblige the President to ask for more men and 
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xe , millions with which to fight him. Who then, 
de blockad all, had done most to “aid and comfort the en- 
Now, wham Doe very man who seemed now disposed to be 
grand strats rsh with ourown General. 
d he expect-smeere were some other inatters which Mr. A. 
\e secret enim” like much to discuss did the time admit of it. 
sage that be May the President had sent to congress a vol- 
na’s retlim of despatches containing inatter sufficient to in- 
inguished ju itto pass the bill recognising the existence of 






ar, and making provision to prosecute it. Well, 
house passed the bill. The President had not 
ithe house to declare was against Mexico on the 
nd of all her injuries to our citizens, but only to 
hat the warextsted. But the gentleman from 
issippi (Mr. Jacob Thompson) himself offered a 
jution declraing war against Mexico on that 
d. His course was a bold anda manly one, 
iscourse here had always been,) and yet his 
sition could get but forty votes in its favor; and 
was now said, with an effronterey unsurpassed 
y occasion, that congress had declared the war, 
on the grouuds of Mexican wrongs on our cili- 
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ee Did not the house expressly refuse to do this? 
ate enem Hs ; and yet now it was said the house had declar- 
on Ger, It was false; the administration would not 
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DEBATE IN U. &. SENATE. 


bill authorizes the senators of the treasury to 
\reasury notes or negotiate Loans te the 
utof twenty-eight million of dollars, which 
ithe house of representatives on the Qlst Jan- 
Was by the senate on that day referred to the 
ittee on finance. 
NDAY, Jan. 25,1847. Mr. Lewis, from the 
lee on finance reported the bill without 
ment, and moved that the senate proceed to 
mediate consideration observing that an 
I necessity existed for the immediate pas- 
this bill. ‘The means of the government were 
Nent contracted, and this measure was requir- 
sfford the necessary relief. 
Benton said that, although he was anxious to 
d with the army bill, yet, as the chairman of 
imittee on finance desired that this subject 
betaken up, he would yield preeedence in 
I, ag itwas deemed indispensable that it should 
ed on immediately. 
Speight said the proper motion would be to 
Me the present order and take up the loan 
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Huntington said he had no disposition to in- 
with the early and prompt consideration of 
ibut it was a bill of considerable importance, 
had just been reported, and he very much 
“whether its provisions were understood by 
file generally. Unless his honorable friend 
rtman of the committee on finance believed 
hil Was an absolute necessity for the passage 
ll to-day—unless the necessily was so urgent 

























bil, indeed, ia! 








pylor with - ®day's delay would be of fatal consequence 
arter eae ‘dministration, he could not see why they 
r such a hot have the ordinary privilege of giving to 


hhould have 
on he thoug 
th blundering 
velieved thet 


an examination, such ag bills of minor im- 
Apeety entitled to, of one day atleast. This 
4, and it was highly important, he thought, 












chamber were so desirous that this matter should be 
pressed forward without a moment’s time for con- 
sideration. He had occasion very often before to 
remark that bills of this description, which required 
a very careful examinaiion, were hurried precipi- 
tately through the senate. They always happened 
to come at a moment when the public exigencies 
required that they should not be delayed for a single 
day. He hoped that a delay of twenty-four hours 
would not very seriously embarrass the administra- 
trotion. He understood the honorable chairman, 


would not be pressed until to-morrow, in which case 
he had not intended to offer any objection or throw 


four or five days tad been such that he had not hai 


He was not! sented. 


predicted it; he told them that they would have to 
vourow money. Butthe gentleman then said that 
the treasury was provided for; that they had ample 
resources to supply their wants until the month of 
June next, that they had provided ample means, and 
that their financial policy was going to be most suc- 
cessful. Butit seemed not to have proved so suc- 
cessful as gentlemen supposed; and therefore, though 
he was bound to answer that he did know, for he had 
foreseen what their necessities would be, yet he did 
not think it sounded well as coming from the gentle- 
man on that side, that the necessities of the govern. 
ment were so pressing as not to admit of a moment’s 
delay; and he repeated now, what he said then, that 
this bill should have been the very first one to be 
brought in. 

The secretary of the treasury told them, on the 
9th of December last, not that he would be likely to 
be in want of money, but that there would probably 
be a deficiency in June next of some $4,000,000,and 
that the time to negotiate a loan would be early in 
the spring. Why, could not the secretary know, in 
December, what the means in the treasury would be? 
He was not himself of opinion then that the matter 
could be so deferred, and he had told the chairman 
of the committee on finance, early in the session, 
that his first business was to look out for revenue, 
and begged him to do it. He had expressed that 
opinion on several occasions, and he would add, that 
he thought that this bill ought to have passed the 
house of representatives long before this time; but 
that he did not mean to say thatit ought to be hurri- 


at the meeting of the committee, to say that it ed through here without an opportunity to examine 


it. Hedid not complain of the honorable chairman 
of the finance committee, but of the general course 





any obstacle in the way of the immediate action of | of business which was allowed 80 to accumulate on 
the senate upon it; but his engagements for the last| their hands that it cut off all opportunity for the 


proper consideration of important subjects when pre- 





at) opportunity even to read the bill. 


he wished an opportunity to inquire into the condi- 
tion of the treasury, and to ascertain the occasion of 
its being in such a condition as to demand the iinme- 
diate passage of this measure. 
chairman of the committee on finance would explain 
to the senate why it was that the public treasury was 


sented by gentlemen on that side. 


row and we would then be prepared to say a few 
words in relation to it. 

Mr. Speightsaid that if it was a bill that had been 
thrust upon the senate this morning as an original 
proposition, there might be some reason for the ar- 
guments of the honorable senator from Maine; but 
he would ask the honorable senator if this bill had 
not already been printed, and if he had not had am 
ple opportunity for two weeks past of examining il? 
The bill was printed in the house of representatives, 
where it was discussed and passed, and every sena- 
tor had had time to make up his mind, and to ac- 








should be speedily passed. 
he did not himself know the necessities of the treasu- 
ry were such as to demand that this bill should be 
passed with all speed, and if there was not before 
the committee arequisition in black and white from 
the secretary of the treasury to that effect, and he 
asked him, moreover, if there was any new princi- 
ple in the bill differing from bills of a similar na- 
ture. 

Mr. Evans said that, inreply to the first inquiry 
of the honorable senator, whether this bill had not 
been printed to his knowledge two weeks ago, he 
had totellhim no. The bill was laid upon the ta- 
ble of the senate only half an hour ago. The sena- 
tor also inquired, he believed, whether the bill had 
not been discussed in the house of representatives?— 
Though out of order to refer to what had been done 
in the house of representatives, yet, as the rule was 
broken every day, and as the senator had now refer- 
red to it, he would tell him that the bill had not been 
discussed there at all; that there had been no oppor- 
tunity to say a word about it. The next question 
asked by the senator was, if he did not know, of his 
own personal knowledge, that the treasury was in 
want of this money, and that the bill must, there- 
fore, be speedily passed? As to this, he would say 
that he could hardly deny it; but he did not think 
that the honorable chairman of the committee on 
finance, ought to offer any such reasopr lor pressing 
the measures at this tine. The reason why he 
could not deny it was, that among the last things he 
had said to the senate at the last session of con 
gress was, that the very first bill that they would be 
obliged to bring in at this session would be a Dill to 








ie of this bill especially; but if the chair- 
, roused, a P 3 e chair 








going to oppose the passage of the bill ultimately,but | look into this measure. 








borrow money. He foresaw it many months ago, he 


All that he asked was, to have one day to 
He did not know that the 


honorable senator had asked him any questions 
which he had not answered. 
had spoken of something which had been laid before 
He hoped that the | the committee in black and white, from the secreta— 
ry. He was not to be interrogated as to what he 
had seen from the secretary, for he did not consider 
now in such a lamentable condition as was repre-| himself at liberty to speak of it unless it were com- 
He had hoped munieated to the senate by the chairman of the 
the bill would be allowed to lie over until to-mor- | committee. 


The senator, however, 


Mr. Niles said he had heard, with much surprise» 


indeed, the immediate consideration of this bill so 
pressingly urged; a bill of a character so highly im- 
portant as the one now under consideration. 
merely a Joan bill. 
which the entire operations of the treasury were to 
be conducted, it was, in fact, to supply acurreney, to 
provide a machinery to supply the place of revenue. 
The details of the bill, therefore, became highly im- 
portant, and he, for one, wished to examine the 
manner in which the financial affairs of the govern. 


: : ; Phe ment were going to b , 
quaint himself with the principles of the bill. The| of js snd they all eee 


honorable senator had said that such bills always| oyoht to be closely examined 
‘came to them a a time when they were told that the | se essential “ 
exigencies of the government required that they | ang he hoped 

He asked the senator if) gay at least. , 


{t was 
It was a bill by the agency of 


The principle 
derstood, but the details 
because upon them 
operations of the treasury depended, 
therefore, it would be delayed one 


Mr. Calhoun said he regretted exceedingly to hear 


| that the state of the treasury required prompt action 
on this bill. 


He certainly felt disposed to give as 
prompt aid as any man in the senate, in providing 
for the necessities of the treasury, but he could not 
agree to take up this bill to-day. He was, himself, 
he presumed, in the same condition as many other 
senators. He had not examined the bill, and the 
reason why he had nut done so was, that, in regard 
to all bills which originated in the other house, he 
considered it useless to examine them until their 
passage through that body, because, previous to 
their passage, (hey were liable tobe amended, and 
materielly changed in their provisions. He thought 
it was due to senators, upon all sides, that there 
should be a postponement of the bill for one day at 
least; and his opinion was, that if pushed forward 
now, it would cause much more delay than if suffer- 
ed to lie over for examination for one day. With 
this view, he should volte agaist the motion of the 
honorable senator from Alabama. 

The question being about to be put on proceeding 
to the consideration of the bili now— 

Mr. Allen demanded the yeas and nays, and they 
were ordered. 

Mr. 4tchison said he trusted this bill would be ta- 
ken up. From the remarks which had been made 
by the honorable chairman of the committce on Fi- 
nance and by his honorable colileague, it seemed to 
be a matter of importance that speedy action should 
be had upon the Dill, and he agreed entirely with 
them inthis opinion. He presumed that the honor- 
able senator from Alabama would address the sen- 
ate upon the subject, and, if so, the day would pro 
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pably be consumed in discussion, and senators would 
have an opportunity of considering its details and 
making up their minds. He did not deem the pas- 
sage of the army bill to be a matter of so great im- 
portance, nor did it seem to be so considered, at this 
time, in any quarter of the chamber. He could see 
no objection to taking up this bill at once. 

Mr. Lewis said he thought there could be no ob- 


jection on the part of any senator to proceed with | 


the consideration of this bill. So far ashe knew, 
there was nothing in its details that could give rise 
to much debate, and he presumed it would not re- 
quire very protracted consideration. It was a mere 
question as to whether they would vote supplies for 
the prosecution of the war. The bill was prepared 
upon the recommendatian of the secretary of the 
treasury aod the Executive. Ii was their proposed 
means for anticipating the revenues of the govern- 
ment by a loan andthe issue of treasury notes. If 
there was any thing in the details of the bill whieh 
would make it very difficult to decide, let them-be 
discussed to-day. He anticipated nothing of the 
sori, however; for it was simply a question whether 
they would anticipate the resources of the govern- 
ment inthe way in which the secretary of the trea 

sury propose. 

The yeas and nays were then taken on }.r, Lewis's 
motion, and resulted as follows: 

Y EAS —Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather‘on, 
Be.ton. Breese Cameron, Bright, Cass, Chalmers, Col. 
quit Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, Lewis, 

ason, Rusk. Sevier, Speight, Sturgeon, ‘Turney, 
Wescott and Yulee—24. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, 
Calhoun, Cilley, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, 
Corwin, Crittenden, Davis. Dayton, Evans, Greene, 
Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson, of La. Mangum, Mil- 
4 Niles, Pearce, Simmons, Upham, Woodbridge-- 

The presiding officer voted in the affirmative. 

So the motion was carried, and the senate procee- 
ded to the considevation of the bill as in committee 
of the whole. 

The bill having been read by the secretary— 

The presiding officer, announced that if no amend- 
ment were offered the bill would be reported to the 
senate. 

Mr. Evans said that he understood, from the re- 
meurks of the honorable senator from Missouri, that 
the chairman of the committee on finance would 
address the senate, and give an exposition of the 
views of the secretary of the treasury, and explain 
to the senate why it was that thisamount of money 
was required at a period so much earlier than was 
anticipated on the 9th of December last. That he 
would tell them by what means it was that the trea. 
sury had become so completely exhausted. ‘This, at 
least was expected from those who had charge of 
the bill, and were more nearly connected with it; 
for they certainly could not suppose that senators 
were going to vote for it without some such expo- 
sition. 

Mr. Lewis observed that the bill itself manifested 
the object contemplated by it. Mr. L. proceeded 
to read some of the clauses of the bill, and ended 
by moving to strike out the proviso to the ninefeenth 
section. 


Mr. Evans. Willthe honorable senator teil us why 
he makes that motion? 

Mr. Lewis Because that proviso is incompatible 
with the provisions which precede it. 

Mr. Evans. Then, 1 suppose, the senator intends 
to empower the secretary of the treasury to purchase 
state stock when itis a great deal above par. Is that 
the purpose? 

Mr. Lewis. To purchase it at its market value. 

Mr. Niles continued the discussion; and in bis 
speech said that he regetted to detain the sen- 
ate at this late hour; but the remarks of his friead 
from Arkansas, (Mr. Sevier,) and of the senator from 
Alabama, (Mr. Lewis,) rendered it necessary for hiin 
to say a few words w reply. He was not in the 
habit of receiving rebukes from any one in regard 
to his course here, without repelling them and de- 


fending bimself. The senator from Arkansas said | 


that there can be no question presented as to a loan 
or the finances but it gives occasion to speeches upon 
the tariff from certain gentlemen, who attribute all 
our financial difficulties to the repeal of the act of 
1842. He said he understood the object of these 
gentlemen very well; it was not the condition of the 
treasury which troubled them, but their object was 
tou obtain the restoration of the odious tariff of 1842, 
so as to give fat profits to the manufacturers. Sir, 
(said Mr. N.) if the gentleman alluded to anything | 
Lave said tu-day, or some days since on the resolu- 
\ on oO. the honorable senator from Peonsylvanta,( Mr- 
Cumeron,) be has dove me great injustice. ‘The sen- 


giur irow Alabama made the same imputation inj in the form indicating the failure of public credit— 
more offensive terms. Sir, these gentlemen know, | | 
or ought to kuow, that] have not adyucated or de-| we have reduced ourselves to nearly the same con- | duced him wo offer this amendment. 


~ a aes 


trine of the chairman of the committee on finance 
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fended the act of 1842, the defects of which I have 
expressly admitled. But (saia Mr. N.) I deny that 
I have entered into any discussion of the tariff ques- 
tion; I have confined my temarks now, and on the 
occasion referred to, to the state our finances, and 
what infmybudgment ought to be dune to place them 
in a condition which the exigency of the treasury 
aud the country require. 

The senator from Arkansas said we were attempt- 
ing to deceive the country, and to lead the people to 
believe that our financial difficulties had arisen from 
the passage of the actof 1846. No such attempt 
had been made by him; he on the contrary attempted 
to set public sentiment right, and to point out the 
true source of our financial embarrassments and dif 
ficulties. He had not charged them upon the act of 
1346: for, whatever may be the merits or defrets of 
thatact asa financial measure, it had not been in 
operation long enough to test its merits, or for it to 
have had any influence on the treasury one way or 
the other. But while he did not attribute the pres- 
ent embarrassments in our finances to the law of 
1346, he did ascrive them chiefly to the theory and 
the policy by which that act was recommended, and 
from which it seems to have enmanated. What is 
this theory? That low duties wall produce more re 
venue than duties athigher rates. This is the doc- 


aud of the secretary of the treasury. According to 
tiiis theory, to increase the revenue you must reduce 
the rates of duties. This has been done, an! by ex- 
tending the duties over the whole list of importations, 
excepta few articles, it is claimed that we shall re 





ceive as much revenue as accrued under the act of 
1842. This may be so, although I doubt it. But, if 
true, it only supplies the revenue equal to the wants 
of the treasury in time of peace. But the question 
now is, how we are to provide a revenue for war?— 
This is the present difficulty. How are we to in- 
crease the revenue to meet the exigencies of war?— 
Will you raise the duties? That, according to the 
principles of the secretary of the treasury and the 
chairman of the committee on finance, would dimin- 
ish the revenue? Will you reduce the rates of du- 
ties still lower? That has not been recommended, 
and 1s probably deemed a little too hazardous. How, 
then, can you increase your revenue from imposts? 
A duty on tea and coffee has been recommended, but 
has met with no favor. No other means of raising 
additional revenue is proposed. Why is this? Is it 
not because this theory of the secretary of the treas- 
ury stands in the way? It 1s imposrible unless he 
abandon his theory. 


And here is the difficulty. It is very clear that a 
majority in both houses of congress believe that we 
can raise all the revenue required—say ten millions; 
from customs, by a proper arrangement of the du- 
ties; and, believing this, they will not have recourse 
to other sources of revenue whilst this is neglected. 
When the imposts are fairly exhausted, then, if more 
is wanted, they will no doubt consent to vote for di- 
rect taxes. Who can doubt that mere revenue may 
be raised by increasing the duties on imports, eilher 
by raising the rates of the different schedules, or by 
higher duties on particular articles? Our own ex- 
perience, and that of other countries, proves this.— 
How is it in England? There, of twenty-two mil- 
lions sterling raised from imposts, nineteen came 
from six articles alone. Of these sugar is one, pay- 
ing twelve cents duly; tea another paying forty-five 
cents; and tobaceo, with a duty of one thousand per 
,cent., is another. Yet we are referred to England 
| for an example of the efficacy of the system of low 
|dulies! We have one cent duty on sugar, and they 
| twelve cents. Does any one believe that a duty of 

one centon sugar will produee as much revenue as 
/a duty of two or three cents? Can any one believe 
| that if the duty wastwo, instead of one cent, that 
the importation would be at all affected? Sv of nu- 
_merous other articles which he could sper ify—wines 
and spirits, some descriptions of iron, and other ar- 
ticles. Ten millions more may easily be raised from 
imposts, with a very moderate duty «n tea and cof 
fee; which he had no doubt would be sustained by 
congress, in Counexion with higher rates of duties on 
(such of the taxed articles as will bear it without be- 
ing burdensome to the people. 

But the hands of congress are tied up by this ab- 
surd theory of the chief financial officer of the gov- 
ernment; and we are driven to the necesity of rely- 
ing solely on loans of treasury notes for carrying on 
the war. Whata spectacle! We exhibit this great 
conntry to the nativns of Europe, and to Mexico 
also, as withont any resources for sustaining the war 
in which we are engaged—as being reduced to the 
last extremity of enfeebled nations, with no other 
| means for prosecuting a war but borrowing; and that 











the issue of government paper. Why,in this respect, 


coaxed from the people. 


that in this loan we are only anticipating our reven 
Anticipating what revenuc? Is your revenue m 
than sufficient for the peace establishimeny It 
apparent that there is none. Until you adopt ag 
tem of revenue adapted to the wants and ex; 
of the country, you have nothing to antic 
accumlating embarrassiments and difficulties, wh; 
will go on increasing until they become so over 0 
ering that it will require an onerous system of tay 
tion to meet and overcome them. The war m 
languish whilst the treasury remains weak ande 
feebled. Has it not already languished from | 


jenged a comparison of the financial policy of | 
secretary of the treasery with that of those w 
were opposed to it. Mr. N. had no wish to toy 
that subject, as fe felt no other than the inost frie; 
ly feelings torthe secretary. But he should hike 
ve informed what his sche.we was for providing w 
revenue? His system may supply the ordinary wa, 
of the treasury; but whatare ils capabilities for w 
Does it admit of expansion and eulargement, so 
to affurd an augmentation of revenue? 21 so, why 
it not proposed? 
without abandoning the principle of the system. 
low duties will raise more revenue than higher rat 
then it is clear that we have no resourse for y 
from unposts, and must have recource to other taxe 
If this is the view of the secretary, why does he 
propose taxation in some other form? Does he thi 
congress will not sustain him? Then is system h 
run down, and its resources failed. Borrowir 
then, is the only resource; and this war is to be ca 
ried on without one dollar of revenue to meet itse 
penditures. Our difficulties must become great 
every day, and if the war continues, the public cre 
must sink, and bring upon the government and co 
iry the accumulated evils, sacrifices, and fraud 
inseparable from such deplorable disorders int 
eredit and currency of a nation. Loans areo 
temporary expedients. 
revenue can give efficiency to the operations 0 
treasury and sustain a vigorous prosecution of t 
war. ‘l'o fail to do this is to withhold the wea 
which the exigencies of the country require, and 
incur a heavy responsibility. 


yeas and nays were again taken, aud resulted yeas 
and nays 2U. 


posed of. 


amendment offered by Mr. Nites, yesterday, (0 
fourth section of the bill. 


meut of Mr. Niles, to strike out the words — 
persons,” in the 6th line of said section; and a - 
strike out the worcs “not under par,” in the Gili 


tion Would read as ivliows: 


tary of the treasury is Lereby authori 
approbation of the ; resident of lie ” 
cause tv ve issued such portion of the said {re 

notes as the president may think expedient, I P 
nent of debis due by the United States, to such P 














¥0 = ly the same 
dition a8 Mexico. She is carrying on the way gms, except that 
loans, to be obtained by force, and we by loans to mm were left out 


As an American Citizegmaer that act mi 




























































he felt humbled atthe condition in which we exh ime of under pz 
it ourselves to the world. And yet every one k "Wire that there c 
that) the vast resources of this great country Daye yernment oO 
plying the public treasury remain almost untouch means of & 


But the chairman of the finance comm} r any other 

ninittee gq Ae vedi ge 
} at the alare 
ard to the crec 
» believe the 
a sum less—: 
yeral individt 
uch was often t 
country? Th 
the bue and er 
yre of the crec 
he believed tha 
pill, and Pres 


‘Rigenc| 
Ipate b 
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DEBATE CONTINUED ON THE 26TH JANUARY. ring in lieu 


The senate resumed the consideration of the sam. We Fin ding 


The chairman of the finance committee has ch 


it is clear this cannot be do 


Nothing but an adequ 


The motion to adjourn was renewed, and t 


So the senate adjourned, leaving the bill und 


—— 


; { 
cial order, being the bill frou the house authorizi@™l © sitike oy 
an issue of treasury notes, a loan, and tor other pu 
poses. 
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The question pending was upon agreeing tot 


Mr. Westcott submitted a substitute for the amen 


LO:h lines, and add a proviso, su lial We whole § 


Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sec 
sed, will 


Uniied States 


ahaa yles 
lic Creditors as may choose to receive such ti 


payment, as afuresaid, al par. And the agin 
the treasury is further authorised, ith the yy > 
tion of the president of the United States, lo 
from time tu time such sums es the prevuet 
think expedient, on the credit of such notes } 
ed, however, that no treasury noles shail ve a 
hypothecated, sold ,or disposed of im al) i 
any pur,ose whatever, directly of inden’ 
avy sum less than the amount vf such bY a 
cluding the priucipal and interest theree® whe 
posed ol. 

Mr. Niles accepted the substilute asa m0 
uf his own amenument. aa 

Mr. Westcott desired to state one fact, whic’ 
‘] he 5ib 
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of the act authorising the loan of 1814 was pre-|of the United States should cer : 
mine same a8 the correspondin jsion in| i uld have no anthority to | that the i ee 
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YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Badger, Berrien, Cilley, 
Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Corwin, Critten- 
den, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, Huntington, 
Jarnagin, Johnson, of La, Mangum, Muller, More- 
head, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, and Wood- 
bridge—23. ’ 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Ather- 
ton, Bagby, Benton, Breese, Bright, Butler, Calhoun, 
Cameron, Cass, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan, Houston, 
Lewis, Mason, Niles, Rusk, Sevier, Speight, Stur- 
geon, Turney, Wescott, and Yulee—26. 

Mr. Evans then addressed the chair—I venture to 
move an amendment, which | have thought— 

Mr. Bagby Ido not hear the gentleman. 

Mr. Evans. | say 1 propose an amendment, though 
at the same time | run the hazard of incurring the 
censure of gentlemen on the other side of the cham- 
ber. This, he continued, was a bill to raise a Joan 
by issuing treasury notes, and he believed had been 
strongly denounced. It seemed very important that 
all bills of this kind should be very guarded and re- 
stricted. He could not say that the provisions of 
this bill seemed to him sufficiently guarded and re- 
stricted. These treasury notes were to be redeema- 
ble in three different modes. First, they were pay- 
able at maturity. Second, they were then receiva- 
ble for all public dues. Third, the secretary was 
authorised at any time he pleased to buy them at 
par. In the treasury note bill of 1837—that origi- 
nal of all treasury notes—-they were not reissuable 
after redemption; and great resistance was made at 
that time to the proposal of conferring this power 
upon the secretary. At the next session of congress, 
he said, he could not get along without that power, 
for he collected all his revenues in treasury notes.-— 
At the second session of of congress, when that bill 
was passed, a law was made making them reissua: 
ble when they came in. ‘That was one objection, 
but the 12th section of this bill went further than 
that. In leu of the notes which might be redeemed, 
it provided that other notes might be issued; so that 
the secretary might reissue them under whatever 











How should they get it? The president had told 
them. There wasno man among them—he had list- 
ened with great pleasure to the remarks of the hon. 
gentleman from Maine—there was no man among 
them who understood the subject better than he did. 
It was ulterly impossible that, with his knowledge, 
he might not find some difficulty in any bill which 
might be proposed. He did not, therefore, hazard 
the assertion of saying that some of the objections 
of the gentleman from Maine might not be so well 
founded that he might not make better. He sub- 
mitted to geatlemen whether it was not better to 
take the bill as it had stood from 1814 down to the 
present time, than to procrastinate with the hope of 
making a better one. He would not delay the se- 
nate long; yet there were some remarks which he 
wished to make. A good deal had been said about 
the levying of a specific tax, to which he might re- 
fer. But the administration was responsible for the 
loan. They had told them they would get it upon 
terms to which they would willingly submit. 

Mr. Evans. No! 

Mr. Cass. No, says the honorable gentleman. 

Mr. Evans. Where do you find it? 

Mr. Cass. In the terins of the call for it by the 
administration. They might fail to get it, but they 
had good reason to expect it. Circumstances might, 
however, overrule events so that they would not get 
it. He knew that during the progress ol financial 
difficulties in England it became necessary to com- 
bine every loan with a specific tax. Why? Because 
that country was over loaded with expenses—in the 
midst of a tremendous war—a war almost against the 
whole civilized world—with a debt out ot all manner 
of proportion. 


Hence itbecame necessary for them to resort to the 
measures referred to. But did any man believe that 
the faith of this great nation was not sufficient to 
raise these twenty-three millions? There was no ne- 
cessily even for laying a tax upon tea and coffee 
simultaneously with the passge of this act. ‘They 
could easily get it without. They had paid off two 





circumstances they were redeemed; whereas his own 
purpose was, that when the secretary made a re- 
demption of those notes involuntarily on his part, he 
might have power of issuing them again. It was 
never intended to give him the power of redeeming 
the notes out of the treasury, and them reissuing 
them. Let them see, then, the danger of the provi- 
sion. There was a treasury note then—it might be 
below par—approaching the period of its redemp- 
tion. ‘Ihe secretary of the treasury might go and 
purchase that note, and pay il, and put it out the 
very nextday. Why should he do il? He might at 
any time be taking in these notes under the provi- 
sions of the 8th and 12th sections taken together, 
and the very next day be issuing them again. He 
was very willing to give him the power to put out 
those notes which might come in through the custom 
house; but he would not give him the power to pur- 
chase them at maturity whenever he pleased, and 
put them out the nextday. He therefore proposed, 
in the 12th section, to strike out the word *‘redeem- 
ed,” and insertthe words “received in payment of 
public dues prior to their maturity;” and in the 8th 
section to strike out the clause giving the secretary 
the power to purchase the notes at par. There was 
no necessity for that part. They never would be in 
a situation to need it; and it might pul in a power to 
purchase notes, not worth par, if the secretary wish- 
ed it, for the sake of favoring the holders thereof, 
and then putting them out the very next day. 


Mr. Cass said, he rose toexpress the sincere hope, 
that this vill might be allowed lo pass, and that it 
might be allowed to pass without having any other 
proposition attached to it. ‘The erises of the coun- 
iry was inevilable; and their hesitancy to meetit, 
would injure them both at home and abroad. He 
hau this morning taken the trouble lo compare this 
act with the acts for a similar purpose of 1814, and 
1837—and he might have continued the investigation 
with the intermediate acts, but it was unnecessary— 
aud be found in those acts substantially the provi- 
sious of the present ove. ‘There were some changes, 
but they were unimportant, and all the acts went 
upep the same geveral principles—all guarded the 
treasury in the same general way. He repeated the 
hope, therelore, that this bill might be allowed to 
pass subsiantially as it had passed the house of re- 
presentatives. He would remark that this was a 
complicated and dffficull subject—inis subject of the 
revenue—this subject ol providing lor coutributions 
to the public treasury—it was a vast and cowplicat- 
ed subject and he was well aware that they could 
pot propose any bill, in which ingenious and able 
men would not find some prospective difliculty— 
some fancied injury to the public. It was ulterly 
jmpossivie tv avoid it. What should they do thes? 


Let them gv back tu the dictules ol experience.— 
‘Jhey would then sec that the loan was nhecessary.— 


debts, and they could pay off another. He was pre- 
|pared to levy any tax which the administration 
| might deem necessary—within the Ilmits of a whole- 
‘some discretion, of course—for the prosecution of 
| the war; and it seemed to him that if there was any 
| senator among them—he did not believe there was 
|}one—who beheved that such a tax would not meet 
a ready support from the country—he believed they 
‘entirely underrated the patriotism of the peoole. He 
believed that when the exertions of the country 
_were called out by a just and neeessary war, the 


which might be deemed necessary to increase the 
revenues. He was willing, therefore, to vote for 
any tax which might be found necessary; but the 
honorable senator irom Maine—if he rightly recol- 
lected him—said on yesterday that they had thrown 
| away taxes upon tea, coffee, wine, and sundry other 
|articies. How thrown it away? They had left them 
in the pockets of the people. That was all the 
throwing away which there had been. But the re- 
marks of the honorable gentleman, yesterday, seem- 
ed to convey a repruach to the secretary of the trea- 
sury, and he considered it a spirit of self-contradic- 
tion that he had ever found and asked fora loan now, 
when be had said in his annual report that he should 
not want it until early in the spring. How long 
would it be before early in the spring? Some five or 
six weeks only. Was that too much time to take for 
procuring the loan? ‘The words of the secretary 
| were, that “the first part of the loan should be ne- 
(gotiated early in the spring.” Early in the spring. 
He now appealed to them to pass that bill, in order 
to get the loan early in the spring. They were now 
passing the bill to get it. He was alraid, if they 
procrastinated much farther, that it would be late in 
the spring, or aavanced in the summer, before he 
would get it. He was alraid that procrastination 
was a partof the difficulty witu them. As to the 
estimates of the secretary, all that he could do was 
to uuke an approximation to the estimates. The 
territories of the country bad been increased since 
those estimates were made. His sphere of action 
had been enlarged. A war was to be carried on.— 
How, then, could they hold him responsible for 
| mathematical accuracy in waking the estimates? It 
was not within the bounds of human reason to ex- 
pectit. Even Pitt, and the most distinguished finan- 
ciers of their own country, could not come within 
thousands upon thousands of the necessary expenses. 
This whole subject might be summed up in one 
word, and that word contained ail the apology which 
was necessary—they were now engaged ina war. 
They had now authorised it to be prosecuted, and to 
prosecule it required men and means. 
him that there was no remedy befure them but a 
vigorous proseculion of the war; but, as to the direc- 
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_people were prepared to submit to any measure | 


lt seemed to 


it SSS 


the president precisely how he could carry it o 

doubted exceedingly whether they could say ‘: 
president that he must carry on the war jn such ) 
such a manner. Es 
stitutional incidents. Now, he recollected very w 
that a certain honorable gentleman not then j b 
seat, but still a member of that body, warneg i 

of the consequences of their eternal talking .. 
peace—that the sending minister after minister 


War brought with it Certain e, 


BE ade 


only be mistaken by the Mexican people—that 


would attribute the good intentions of the Uni 
States to weakness, and that the consequence 
be that the settlement would be greatly procrastj 
ed. It appeared that had actually been the sad 
He, (Mr. C.) was prepared at any time to disey 
the project of withdrawing the troops and block, 
ing the coasts of Mexico. He thought it could 


shown that such a proposition could never be, 


ceived—that it would disgrace and dishonor the ¢ 
try, and inevitably lead to a protracted war. Mey 
had actually nailed her colors to the mast, wy 
was to be expected from such propositions 
were not remedies—they would remedy nothing 
They were not even palliatives. They were pro 
cations. They would provoke the wonder and 
tempt of the world and raise the hopes of the enem 
of freedom. It would look as if the United si 
were halting in their opinion, as though they haq 

dertaken a task which it was beyond their powe 
accomplish. It was his opinion that nothing remaj 
for the U. States but a vigorous, prompt, stra 

forward, old-fashioned prosecution of the war, — 

Mr. Mangum. Will the honorable senator pe 
me to interrupt him fora moment? The senator 
remarked that we are indirectly manifesting ah 
{ation of purpose or opinion. | desire to know y 
ther that remark was made in reference to jl 
gentiemen on this side of the chamber. 

Mr. Cass would answer, most distinctly, thats 
an idea never entered into hismind. He trusted 
the Donorable gentleman from North Carolina kg 
him better. 


Mr. Mangum. Imerely wished to obviate the 
sibility of any misconception. 

Mr. Cass had been merely speaking to thee 
which would be produced abroad. He hoped 
explanation was satisfactory. 

Mr. Maagum. Certainly sir. 

Mr. Cass would repeat, then, that it seemed to 
that the old fashioned mode was the only proper 
in which the war should be prosecuted. 

Mr. Mangum, (from his seat.) Yes—-yes—w 
for that! 

Mr. Cass proceeded. Tne honorable gentle 
from Missouri, (Mr. Benton,] in his expose, yesle 
had made only one remark with which he (Mr 
did not agree. He, (Mr. C.) did not wanta ¢ 
mander-in-chief to be accompanied by any trave 
peace commission. The United States had full 
their uuty to humanity, and the world, in refe 
to this war. Let them now ({ulfil their duty to! 
selves. Mexico knew how she could get peace. 
had exhibited a stubbornness which must be me 
force. If she wanted peace she knew how tv0 
itat once. But every generous step taken by tl 
States had been misrepresented by Mexico! 
halting of opinion. If the U. States senta minis 
peace, Mexico regarded the proceeding as 4 
pression of timidity? If the United States me 
half way, Mexico objected that the agent was¢ 
a minister and not a commissioner! in conclust 
had only to express the hope that the bill would 
and pass speedily. é 

Mr. J. M. Clayton then rose and said that i 
tions had been thrown out as if somebody |! 
chamber was opposed to a vigorous prosecill 
the war. He did not like to return recriminall 
recrimination. He did not not like to engé 
war of words with honorable gentlemen on tlie 
side of the chamber, but he would put it to (le 
try to examine the proceedings of that body 
sented ia the report published daily to te 
and then pronounce whether there was a 
justify that insinuation. The gentleman tall | 
a vigorous prosecution} of the war, and the , 
ble gentleman from Michigan spoke of eal 
ioned prosecution of the war. That honorabie 
appeared to think that somebody or other 
viated from the course which he had prop? 
recommended. Now, suppose they inquire !f 
ment who it was that possessed the power 0" 
forward and passing measures in that boey : 
minority! The majority had the inception ° 2 
measures, end could pass them at any time “ 
to its pleasure. Jt had the majority of all bd 
mittees in that body. At had introduced ¥ 
sures it had thought proper for the vigorous rf 
tion of the war. But at what stage of the 7 
these measures been brought forward? Who" 








tion of the war, he doubted whether they could tell 


if any one there was—who had delayed 4! 
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 eecution of the war by censurable hesitation and 
ry it on. HP sition? Why, two thirds of the session had now 


d say to tim yay, and a measure was before them for 
in eth pane twenty eight millions of dollars by treasury 
Certain en tes, and at the same advanced period a measure 

ed very wee. before them for the raising of ten regiments of 

t then in hE sujars and volunteers. Why was it—he put it to 

varned them. country—why was it that this great measure 
alking aboM™ i the gentleman opposite told them was indispen- 

inister wo, le for a Vigorous prosecution of the war, had been 
le—that tha sught forward only at such a late period of the ses 

f the Uni ‘99 Why had delayed it till that moment? Would 

uence we sybody believe that the minority in that body had 
ProcrastingiE even ted gentlemen on the opposite side from bring- 


en the resy forward those measures at an earlier period?— 


ME to discylyould anybody believe that it was in the power of 

and blockal., minority to prevent gentlemen on the opposite 

nt it could HR, from bringing forward those measures at their 

| Never be mn time? Why he (Mr. C.) undertook to say that 

onor the cou ntlemen opposite had brought forward the bill to 

War. Mex »ment the regular force at such an advanced period 

mast, Wiiirine session, that if it were passed, it could have 

sitions? Th effect on the present campaign in Mexico. 

Mee: Mr. Mangum, (in his seat.) Certaily, it must be 
4h. ilable. 

onder Bepnsvailad 

= plier: Mr. Clayton. The additional force to be raised 

- United Staliould not reach Mexico till after the vomito had set 

h they had , 

their powell mi, Crittenden, (in his seat.) You mean the pre- 

thing renal. campaign? 

ompt, straig 


Mr. Clayton. Of course; and yet, with all these 
ts staring them full in the face, gentlemen on the 
posite side twilted him (Mr. C.) and his friends 
ith preventing a vigorous prosecution of the war! 
blame were to rest anywhere, it would rest on the 
ads of those whose duty it was, and who had the 
wer, too, to bring forward that measure at an ear- 
yw period, And with regard to the measure—that 
w immediately before the senate—who had delay- 
its introduction or passage? Gentlemen opposite 
d brought it forward, when, as be had already re- 


the war. 
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obviate the Mi yet they now stood lecturing the mirority be- 


use the bill had not instanter been passed and made 
law? They were not willing to allow the minority 
en two days to discuss the subject! He (Mr. C.) 
bled not the sincerity of honorable gentlemen on 
other side when they undertook to say thal they 
tein favor of a prosecution of the war, nor would 
permit any man to doubt his sincerity when he 
de similar declarations. It certainly had not 
ohis fault that these measures had been brought 
ward at that late stage of the session. He tiad 
ke huthing to delay the progress of the debate.— 
dthe:, with regard to the course taken by his 
id3, he appealed to the recollection of all whe- 
gentlemen on the opposite side, since the bill 
been introduced, had not consumed more time 
a gentlemen on his side of the chamber had in the 
tsligation of this new measure? 
tthe speeches which had been made by the hour 
§, or yard stick, or any other known rule which 
Id be adopted, and he challenged contradiction of 
assertion that the gentlemen on the opposite side 
laken more time than the minority had in debat- 
his subject. But he blamed no man, on one 
othe other, for stating his opinions on a mea- 
of such acknowledged aud obvious importance, 
Was thankful to every senator for all the infor- 
on which he could coumunicate in regard to 
great measure; and notwithstanding all insinua- 
from any quarter in regard to that thing of 
yg great measures of the administration, he 
id wait patiently, as long as any senator on that 
‘aid he could amend that bill, or make it really 
tt for the country. He hoped that the honorabie 
from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] and his friend from 
necticut, [Mr. Huntington,] who had engaged in 
discussion, would not be deterred, by any re- 
Sof the character to which he bad alluded, 
Pressing all amendments which, in their judg- 
Were necessary for the alteration and improve- 
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talked Of the bill. If they thought it was io their 
ieman the Ni 'lo amend it, let them take all the time neces 
yar, and t! ome #24 he should, for o:e, be happy to hear them, 
seyret im as he believed, would the senate of the 
iy or other Regt th d said that it dt 
yhad prop? y then rose, and said that it appeared he 


en guilty uniatentionally of administering a 
© lo ceriain honorable senators. He disclaimed 
th intention. He was not accustomed to in- 


the lunguage of rebuke or complaint with 
., 9 the conduct of any gentleman 1u that body. 
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he power = 
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inception o!® 






arked two thirds of the session had passed away; | 


Lot them mea-| 


fore, that he did not question the sincerity of decla- 
rations on the other side of the chamher, because 
they had been made; but he said then, and said now, 
that if their declarations—to which he gave full cre- 
dence—had not be made, he should have been una- 
ble to account for the delay which had attended this, 
and similar important measures; and it was wholly 
immaterial to him from what side of the chamber, 
or what portion of the chamber that the delay pro- 
ceeded, the effect upon the condition of public affairs 
and the country was precisely the same, whether the 
delay was intentional or unintentional. He charged 
no gentleman there with being opposed to the prose 
cution of this war. But there was one thing which 
could not have escaped the attention of any gentle- 
man, and especially of his friend from Delaware, 
[Mr. Clayton]. Although they had been told from 
day to day that honorable gentlemen were in favor 
of voting all the men and ali the money necessary 
for a prosecutiun of the war, yet up to that time, he 
asked, how had these declarations been followed up 
by acts? With all the good intentions of gentlemen 
and he did not question the sincerity of those inten- 
tions—he asked if they had added one man to the 
service—one dollar to the treasury? But the re- 
mark he was about to make was this: although it 
was admitted to be a just war, and one for the vig- 
orous prosecution of which congress should provide 
ample means, yet ever and anon they heard signifi- 
cant allusions to the causes of the war. Gentlemen 
folded their arms and said, ‘We will support you in 
the prosecution of the war, but we will not enter 
iato the discussion now about the causes of the war.” 
He thought that if the causes of the war did not jus- 
tify it—if it were an unjust war, it would be still 
more unjust in its consequences, and he for one 
would not vote for a man ora dollar for the prose- 
culion of a war which had begun in injustice. He 
would not make bad worse. He would not make 
what was unjust in the beginning, enormity in the 
end. But he did not rebuke any one. He intended 
to complain of nobody. Ina course of five years in 
this body, (said the honorable senator, ) I have neither 
attempted nor designed, nor should I ever treat any 
member of this body with the slightest disrespect, 
least of all the honorable gentleman from Delaware. 


I complain of the course of auy honorable senator! — 
What right have | to complain? Shoutd not |, above 
all others, satisfy myseli with a conscientious dis- 
charge of my own duty without turning lecturer to 
the gray heads and venerable experience of gentle- 
|} men on the other side of this chamber? I have not 
| presumed to engage in any such a task. Although | 
‘have not done that, yet there is one thing which | 
| have done, aud that I shall continue todo. I have 
expressed, and shall continue to express, fully, the 
impressions made upon me, from day to day, by 
what transpires in this chamber. If 1 thougut this 
war wrong, I would not give you a dollar to carry it 
on. | would unite in no call upon the citizens of the 
/ country to draw sword and shoulder musket in its 
prosecution. But I meant uo disrespect to any geu- 
Uleman in thischamber. | am entirely unconscious 
of intending any disrespect. I meant merely to ex- 
press my own views, and would be the last man to 
withheld from others the privilege of expressing their 
views to the fullest extent. 1 certainly claim no pe- 
culiar privilege lor myself. 

Mr. Mangum next addressed the senate. He said 
he would not occupy much of the time of the senate. 
But hine ille lachryne? he senator from Alabama 
[Mr. Bagby] did not advert to the distinction that 
when the country was engaged in war—whatever 
the cause—whatever the blunders—whatever the 
want of foresight—whatever the lack of wisdom 
which had placed the courtry in that position—it 
was still the country’s war, aud they must stand or 
fall by the country! They stood up for the country. 
They no longer had the alternative of peace or war. 
It was now war! wat!—nothing Lut a vigorous and a 
terrible war, which was likely to bring peace to the 
country. He thought that the period was past when 
they could hope for any arrangement—any adjust- 
ment of this dilficully, unless by putting jorth the 
whole resources of the country, if necessary, in oc- 
der to bring it to an honorable and peacetul termi- 
nation. He believed that was the sentiment which 
animated the members on his side of the senate 
chamber. Much as they deplored the war—ficuly 
as they believed that the war might have been avoiu- 
ed by a proper degree of forecast and wisiom—yet 
the country was invulved, aud the interests of the 
country were involved, and they could never com- 
promise the country’s honor, or jeopard the country’s 
rights by any inaction or any hali-measures. It was 
said that spvedy action was required. This bill had 
been under consideralion alt two sittings of the sen- 





I treat him with disrespect! I complain of bis course! | 
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deration much longer than he, in his poor judgmen* 
thought at all necessary. But, by reverting to th® 
progress of that debate, with the various amendments 
—the various processes interposed for arresting a fi- 
nal vote on the subject, it would be found they ori- 
ginated mainly on the other side of the chamber.— 
A definite vote could have been taken on Friday 
night last but for the amendments proposed from the 
other side of the chamber. 
A senator. Thursday night. 
Mr. Mangum. Yes—the vote might have been 
taken on Thursday night, but for the amendments 
which were presented on the other side of the cham. 
ber! He did not recollect that any amendment was 
offered on his side of the chamber, calculated to ar- 
rest the progress of business, or to prevent the speedy 
and prompt determination of the subject under dis- 
cussion. On his side of the chamber repeated avow- 
als were made that they were prepared to vote.— 
The only occasion during that discussion on which 
he (Mr. M.) had occupied the time of the senate, 
was lo avow his determination to sit any length of 
time which gentlemen thought necessary, if the 
matter would be brought to a conclusion on the even- 
ing on which that avowal was made. There was no 
desire on his side of the chamber to arrest speedy 
action. None at all. On the contrary, if anything 
indicated delay or indisposition to speedy action, it 
seemed to him that it had not been evinced on his 
side of the chamber. In his poor judgment he be- 
ieved that as this war could be only brought toa 
termination by a vigorous and prompt and powerful 
effort, it should have been made earlier in the ses- 
sion, and much more force than even what was ask- 
ed for should be precipitated upon Mexico. He 
hoped once for all to clear his skirts of any impula- 
tion of throwing the slightest impediment in the way 
of the efforts of the administration—to use the slang 
phrase of the time—‘to conquer a peace.’ He went 
further. He desired to express, and on a more fitting 
occasion than the present he should express, some 
views upon the general subject. But he understood 
from the honorable chairman of the committee of 
| finance, that a day’s delay would be pernicious to the 
| public interest. He should not advert to the rapidi- 
| ty—the hair—trigger rapidity with which this great 
| measure had passed the other house. It was the 
jhabitof the senate to deliberate. It had hitherto 
| been the habit of the senate to consider great prupo- 
sitions. And when the greatest measure of the sese 
sion did rot pass at a single sitting, were they to sit 
there and listen to impulations—which, however 
| courteously expressed, were still imputations? Were 
| they therefore to be obliged to submit to the lash di- 
| rect, though perhaps it might not be a knotted thong? 
They did not want any protracted discussion on that 
| subject on his side of the chamber. The briefest 
| expositions had thus far been made of the amend- 
| meuts which had been offered. If the debate should 
be prolonged, he apprehended that it would be pro- 
| longed by gentlemen on the other side of the cham- 
| ber. As for himself he was now prepared to vote on 
every proposition before the senate. 


Mr. Speight then rose and said that he did not de- 
sign to participate in the debate, but to ask the at- 
tention of the senale to the amendment before them, 
and stould content himself with remarking that he 
considered that, if adopted, that amendment would 
be fatal to the practical operation of the jaw. The 
intention of the law was to keep out in Cireulution 
| the amount of treasury notes to be issued over and 
| above the other resources of the government. Well] 
jany law or any amendment which went to curtail 

that would be fatal to the operation of the bill. The 
remark of the senator from Maine with respect to 
the law hitherto issuing treasury holes, Was not ap- 
plicable lo the case. The present was a war mea- 
sure. He was ready to vote, and if any other 
speeches were made, it would not be by him, any 
further than the brietest explanation of his views on 
ameudments which might be offered. 

Mr. Evans then rose and said, that the matler be- 
fore the sevale, was, he believed, the amendment 
which had been offered by himself. Gentlemen on 
the other side had spoken at length; but none of 
them, he was sorry to say had spoken to the amend- 
ment. ‘The senator from Michigan [Mr. Cass} in- 
decd gave the strongest evidence that the bill sould 
pass iusiantly, by discussing matters with which the 
bill bad not the slightest connexion. That geatle- 
men had evidently come with a speech prepared in 
auswer to soime desullory remarks which he { Mr. E. 
had been obliged to make yesterday, but which the 
honorable senator had yet deemed worthy of his 
cali scrutiny aod studied examination ina prepared 
reply! And then he (Mr. E.) was told that if a sin. 
gle syllable was ultered in explanation of his amend- 
ment, or what he had said before, he would be tak- 







































































































ale, and thisday was the second sittiig. ‘The bill 





t any ney ~ "0t conceive that any of the time of the body 
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for raising the ten regiments had been uuder consi- | 






lug part with the enewles of the couulry. 
Mr. Badger. Giving them “aid and cowfort!” 
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WAR WITH MEXICO. : 

We have not been without the usual supply during 
the week, of “rumors of battles,” perils, and predic- 
aments as wellof ‘‘glorious achievements.’ The 
most prominent was a story ‘‘brought by reliable au- 
thority,” direct from Saltillo, that a battle had been 
fought,—the when, or where, not given,—and the 
with whom was a disputed point. It lay between 
Generals Taylor, Patterson or Quitman—the result, 
was a victory, of course, but it was one those equiv- 
o¢al kind of victories after which the victor finds it 
prudent to retreat. The whole story was untrue.— 
General Taylor has reached Victoria® where he 
found Genersl Quitman quietly in ‘“occupation.”— 
and General Patterson was on his march by the 
road which passes from Matamoros to Victoria, 
nearer the last. The whole force at Victoria will 
then be over 7000. General Scott was on his way 
to Tampico to take command of the whole. The 
advitional regiments of volunteers which have been 
organized from the several states are most of them 
now being embarked for the seat of war, and 
also some of our heaviest as well as many of our 
light ships are no under orders for the Guifh—and 
transports are loading at various ports with muni- 
tions. Everything on one hand looks like formidable 
wur. 

The plan of the campaign, as directed by the cabi- 
net at Washington, and under which Gen'l. laylor 
was ordered to terminate the armistice and advance 
upon Saitillo, San Luis, &c., has, at the representa- 
tion of General Taylor and the officers who acted 
under him at Mouterey, beenentirely changed. All 
idea of approaching the city of Mexico in that di- 
rection has been abandoned, and the plan of attemp- 
ting the march from Vera Cruz or Tampico recom— 
mended by General Taylor, was adopted. General 
Scott was ordered to proceed forthwith,concentrated 
the forces destined far the object, and to take com- 
mana. He had not time to reuch his destination, 
however, belore another project and another com- 
mander is proposed by the cabinet, and is strenuous- 
jy advocated in congress. We are assured that an- 
other effort is to be made to pass a biil for the ap- 
poiutment of a Lieutenant General, for the purpose 
of Superseding the officers now in the field. Ii we 
understand the scheme rightly the ubject is for con- 
gress itself, though certain commissioners that are to 
go as aid, to the Lieutenant Geneial, to have a share 
in Coptioling the campeign and ‘conquering a peace.’ 
‘This reminds us strongly of the expedients resorted to 
by the French convention, at the Commencement of 
the French revolution. Whenever one of their Gen- 
erals Was Victorious, a parly in the convention, could 
nu longer confide in bi, and finally commissioners 
were sent from the conveation to control each of 
their armies. Dumourier’s famous victory over the 
alies, rendered him ae object of suspicion, and three 
cuinmissioners were despatched to control him, as 
prelimimary to hts being ordered to Paris—seeing the 
Guillotine at the end of that avenue, Dumourier’s 
arrested the commissioners and like the Roman Ca- 
rolianus—marched off with them = to the allies to 
save his own head. 

In the meantime we have certain inklings again 
of a allemptto make pecce. 

Mr. Sevier, chairman of the sennte committee on 
foreign relations, ina speech delivered this weck, 
inturmed the senate that the president bad in confi- 
dence communicated lo said committee certuin duc- 
uments and correspondence upon which be predicaced 
expectations of effecting a speedy peace with Mexi- 
cu, provided congress would pass the bill appropria— 
tng three millious of dollars now before that body, 
and which will ve scted upon the ensuing week. 


—~ 


Mexican privatecring.— Ihe Mexican attempt to 
enlist adventurers in the West Indies, and paitucu- 
larly at Cuba, in privaleering was as to the jalter 
promptly met by the authorities of that of island.— 
New reports however are in circulation, and it is 
asserted tha! several “long jow sharp builil clippers” 
are wCtually fitting out,—tor some purpose. lustead 
of attempting to operate in the neiguboring seas, it is 
intimated that they will proceed to remote places— 
thie Pacific—the Chinese and ludian seas—even the 











Tue city or Victoria, is laid down in very few of 
the maps we have examined. B. Lundy who visited 
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Mediterrarean and Baltic are hinted as being open 
= Buccaneers it is known are always to be 
ad. 





“Tue Army or THE Centre.” Our last accounts 
from Gen Wool left him Dec. 26th encamped at a 
strong pass called Eucornation, 20 miles south of 
Saltillo. Parras, the day after Gen. Wool left it, 
was occupied by a body of Mexican cavalry. 

From tHe Paciric—a private letter received at 
New York, from on board the Savannah frigate,dated 
Mazatlan, is said to contain intelligence of more ter- 
ritory being in possession of our squadron—and that 
a battle had been fought in which the Mexicans were 





“ARMY OF THE NORTH.” 

Sante Fe, Nov. 29, 1846. 
Abont 400 of the Mormon troops left this place 
for California, under command of Colonel Cook, on 
Sunday, the 18thinst. The residue, amounting to 
about 100 men and 23 women, were sent back to Fort 
Puebla, on the Arkansas, by order of Col. Doniphan, 
as the inclemency of the season rendered it imprac- 
ticable for them all to complete their march to the 
Pacific this winter. The Mormon battallion is com- 
posed of five companies, and numbers 500 men, 25 
women for laundresses, and some boys and girls.— 
They are all well drilled troops, and were apparent- 
ly in good condition when they arrived here, and 
also when they commenced their march for Califor— 
nia. 

The Ist regiment will march against the Nava-— 
hoes forthwith. The Ist battallion is already on the 
march. Captain Morin’s company from Platte is 
ordered lo proceed against the Apache Indians on 
the head watersof the Rio Mora. They are said 
to have killed one of the men and driven off some 
stock. The Indians are much more troublesome 
here than the Mexicans. They sally forth from the 
gorges of the mountains, and commit murder, and 
carry on predatory warfare upon the plains, and so 
soon as an armed force is sent against them, they 
fly back to their inaccessable retreats and lurking 
places. 





BUSINESS CIRCLES. 


Shipments of flour, wheat, corn, and provisions 
are being made from al}! our principal ports with un- 
precedented activity. Eighty sail, mostly ships; were 
loading at New York at one time for Europe this 
week and ahout as many at New Orleans at our last 
dates from thence. Anda proportionate numbers 
doubtless at other ports. Freights have seldom been 
at such high rates. The ship Diana of Boston, 368 
tons burthen, we see was chartered to porceed to 
Philadelphia and load with flour and grain for Liver- 
pool at 7s. 6d. per barrel for flour, and 34d. per 
bushel for corn insacks. Alj the avenues to our mar- 
kets are crowded to overflowing with produce to be 
shipped. Wagons, the old fashioned wagons, again 
enliven the roads and crowd the streets as of old. 

It is stated that new customers are in the markets 
at the south, that orders have been received from 
Cuba for large supplies of bread stuffs and provisions 
destined for the Mexican armies. Let them make 
the purchases, by all means, and try their luck. 

The prices of flour and wheat quoted last week, 
are fully maintained at the close of the present week 
—a slight reaction having tuken place. Expecta- 
tion is now on tip toe for news that 1s looked tor by 
the Iron Steamer Sarah Sands, which was to have 
left Liverpool on the 18h ull., and is now looked 
for with much impatience. She has the propeller 
screws and is rigged in the manner the Great Britain 
was. 


Tue Money Markets, are represented to be ina 
very satisfactory condition. Notwithstanding the 
passage of the twenty-eight millions treasury note 
and loan bill, and the wants of government, stocks 
generally have improved during the past week.— 
Maryland state stock has gone up 35 to 4 per cent., 
since Friday last, in consequence no doubt, of the 
certainty of an early resumption of payment; 6°s are 
now quoted at 83—5's sterling bonds, 70. Pennsyl- 
vania stocks have aavanced § tol per cent. 

A considerable portion of the specie brought by 
the Hibernia it is said was sent over to purchase up 
exchanges which 
ration, bills on London being down to 6} a 7 and 
would no doubt have been lower but for this foreign 
demand. 





the city in 1834, and again in 1836, says: ‘ Vhe city 


of Victoria isthe capital of ‘Tamaulipas, is situated | 


about 22 deg. deg. 50 min. N. jat. 63 miles south oj 
Santander or Ximines, 250 miles from Matamoras, 
lying al the base of the mountains that form the high 


Tne Loan —It is stated in a New York paper, 
that the secretary of the treasury has received propo- 
sals for twelve millions of the loan—terms of course 
not mentioned. ‘This would be as much as would be 
required for some time. 





land of Mexico. ‘The river runs near the town. It 


was formerly called Aquailo, its name but hasbeen) | : lis foot 
| it is probably, accompanied by a condition requiring | changed the legal rate, end it isnow faed at #18 per 


recently changed to Victoria.” 
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we ae adnan ee 
a modification of the sub treasury act;—; 

of the specie in the banks of the ity of Nes 1 
amounts to a jittle over eight millions of dollars. OF 
course the loan could not be paid in coin from that 
community, even with the aid of the four millions f 
treasury notes that are now afloat. 
American Mart Sreamers. The Washtngton, t}, 

first vessel built under the contract with government 
for conveying mails across the Atlantic, was launch, 
en at New York on the 3lst ult. She is said to bea 
splendid specimen of mriatime architecture, and of 
ample dimension. Capt Hewitt, late of the packet shj 

Utica, is to have command of her and expects to star} 
on the first voyage on the Ist March for Bremen, 
Passengers for England and France will be landed 
at Southampton, whence they will be forwardeq to 
wad by railroad, or to Havre or Paris by steam. 

oat. 





Forticn Paurers. The number of paupers ag. 
mitted into the New York Alms House on Tuesda 
was 54; 31 were from the ship Pacific, and the ba}. 
ance from the Metoka and Albany. They were qlj 
bonded passengers,-and ever since their arrival, have 
been wandering about the city almost naked, and 
suffering from the effects of disease. Among the pay. 
pers who were sent to the Bellevue Hospital, Tues. 
day, wasa little girl, who was born without hands, 
She was brought to the Alms House ina complete 
state of starvation, almost without clothing, and ep. 
tively without shoes or stockings. [N. Y. Express. 

The Ship Garrick, bound to N. York was beached 
on the night of tce 26th ult., ten miles south of the 
Highlands; aday or two since her steerage pas 
sengers were sent to Y. York, 360 in number, 
The Courier & Enquirer says: twelve died on the 
passage, and one female aged 17, died from exposure 
after the ship struck the beach. Numbers of the lit- 
tle children were very thinly clad, and without stock. 
ings; fouror five have their feet badly frozen. The 
citizens at White Hall very promptly administered 
to their necessities; the foremost of which, we are 
pleased to state, were Mr. Walter Tate and Mr. 
Ephraim Cerby, who kindly supplied a number of 
them with food and clothing. Taken as a whole,we 
do not believe there ever were so miserable a set of 
passengers on our shores. 





PRINTING OF THE THIRTIETH CONGRESS. ‘The board 
of officers, to whom the duty is assigned by law, 
yesterday awarded the contract for the first four 
classes of tle printing of the next congress to Mee 
srs. Wendell and Benthuysen, of Albany, New York, 
and the fifth claasto Messrs. Tippin & Streeper, of 
Pennsylvania—these gentlemen having been the 
lowest bidders for the work.” { Nat. Int. 





New Jerszy.—U. S. senator. The legislature of N. 
Jersey, in joint meeting on the 2st ult., elected Jacob 
W. Miller senator to congress for six years from March 
4, 1847. The vote was for Miller, whig, 49, G. D. Wall 
loco 23. Majority 26. 

Vircinta.— The right of way. The Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad Company, as well as the people of the 
Ohio section of the stale, are making another zeaivus 
effort to obtain the right of way for the extension of 
said railroad to the Ohio. The measure proposed no, 
occupes the attention of the legislature, and eloquent 
speeches are made pro and con. 

Kentvcxy.—U. S. senator, The two houses on the 


4th, went into joint balloting for a senator to succet 
Mr. Morehead. Three ballottings were had, ag fuiiows 


Ist. 2d. 3d. 
Underwood, (whig) 44 44 44 
Leicher, (whig) 35 36 36 
Metcalf, (whig) 12 12 11 
Hawes, (loco) 46 45 46 


Next day eleven bailotings took place, without effec" 
ing a chuice, or material vaiiation of the votes. 

Inpiana. State Debt—The Butler Bill as it is cal- 
led, designed to enable the ttate to pay tbe 
principle of her state debt has passed both houses 
and become a law. 

State Bank of Indiana. The annual report of the 
directors, as of 2ist Nov. 1847, shows— 

Amount of notes in circulation $3 336,583 


Which is a reduction during past yearof 180 un 
Amount of Specia cn hand bay 
The et- 


Agregate profit of the year 8} per cent. 
tire exhibit shows well for the bank. 


} 
Micnican.—Resumption proposed. On the 18th “ 
the chairman of the comnittee on ways and means! 
the house of representatives, announced that it was "™# 
intention of the committee to submit a proposition . vf 

cure the payment of the interest on the public ded! 
the state, from the year 1849. P 

The Port Huron and Michiyan Railroad charter, p® 
ed the senate the same day. 



















; pve 
The legislature le" 





if the proposition is made by our own capitalists, 


Missouri. —Legal in‘erest. 
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